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Best physicians. Amazing nurses. Remarkable care.

© Novant Health, Inc. 2026   
4/26 · NH-4427331744

When your heart needs care, you want a specialist at the top of the field to 

fix it — fast. Novant Health is nationally recognized for heart and vascular 

care. For ge�ing home sooner, healing faster and ge�ing back to what 

ma�ers, you want Novant.

NovantHealth.org/Heart

Faster recovery 
means the moments 
that ma�er most 
don’t have to wait.
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The Place For All Your 
Pool And Backyard Needs

805 Klumac Rd. Salisbury, NC 28145
www.rowanpools.com | 704-603-8030

Proud Supplier of Hayward

Schedule Your 
Summer Install Today  

704-239-7647

Call for Summer Sale Prices 
on In-Stock Pools

There's Still Time  
For The Pool  

of Your Dreams!

There's Still Time  
For The Pool  

of Your Dreams!
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Start your subscription today!
Call 704-797-4213 or go to
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9 issues for only $18.
Gift subscriptions also available.
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ummertime, sum-
mertime, summer-
time. Everybody loves 
summertime. Except 
the heat. And the hu-

midity. And the mosquitoes. 
Here’s what’s good about summer-

time: it’s in your hands. We have a 
blazing hot summer issue for you. 

First up is a story about Webb 
Road Flea Market. We’ve all driven 
by many, many times and some of 
us have ventured inside to see what 
was up for o�er. Pete Prunkl went and interviewed the 
folks who make it run. Some of what he learned will 
surprise you!

Jack Page and Robert Myers �nally completed their 
lake house, years in the making. �eir thousands of rose 
bushes will soon adorn the property. Susan Shinn Turner 
got to see it up close and live, and she brought us the 
story and pictures. 

�e HUB in the Oestreicher building on South Main 
Street has a storied past. �e site will be a home to lo-
cal nonpro�ts, who share in o�ce expenses. Pete Prunkl 
visited the site and brings you the story, historical and 
current.

Our Bookish this month is brought to us by Mar-

garet Basinger. �is overachiever 
reviewed not one, but three books. 
“A Walk in the Park” by Kevin Fe-
darko is a thrilling tale about the 
author’s attempt to walk the Grand 
Canyon from one end to the oth-
er. All three books were published 
within the last year and all three 
have been on the New York Times 
bestseller list.

Our Rowan Original is Sam 
Post, from the storied Post family. 
Sam is a supreme entrepreneur in 

that he sees and grasps opportunity where no one else 
even considered it. Sam is full of funny stories and writ-
ing about him was such a pleasure. 

�ere you have it! Sit back with some lemonade and 
enjoy.

Happy reading, 

— Maggie Blackwell
Editor, Salisbury the Magazine

Summertime sizzles

S

E D I T O R ’ S  L E T T E R
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THROUGH THE LENS by Gary Odrosky

“Fifty-Fifty” by Gary Odrosky is a photo 
edited with a watercolor filter.  

To submit a photo for Through the Lens, 
send a high-resolution photo to andy.
mooney@ salisburythemagazine.com.

Vertical orientation is required.
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t is summertime and it is hot. Two of 
the three summer books I am reviewing 
feature hot settings, so grab your glass 
of iced tea and get ready to sweat.

A WALK IN THE PARK
Kevin Fedarko

Although I never really had a bucket list, go-
ing to the Grand Canyon would have been at 
the top of mine. “A Walk in the Park, the True 
Adventure of a Spectacular Misadventure in 
the Grand Canyon,” however, taught me much 
more about our country’s greatest 
natural wonder than any 45-minute 
helicopter ride or boat ride down 
the Colorado River. I feel like I 
learned more about the canyon than 
I would have from any park ranger 
giving tours on the rim.

�e author, Kevin Fedarko, re-
ceived his love of the outdoors and 
hiking from his father, Robert, to 
whom the book is dedicated. On 
weekends, the two of them would 
leave the con�nes of the city of Pitts-
burgh and head for any rugged trails 
available. Fedarko was also inspired 
by a book his father gave him by one of the can-
yon’s �rst hiking pioneers, Colin Fletcher.

Before the author became a husband and a 
father, he left his job as foreign a�airs writer at 
Time Magazine to follow his dream of being a 
whitewater guide on the Colorado River.  Unfor-
tunately, he lacked the skills necessary for rafting 
except for one. He was excellent at collecting the 
human waste that had to be removed from the 
canyon. “Because most of Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park is managed as a wilderness zone in 
which infrastructure and services are kept to an 

absolute minimum, none of the shoreline camps 
along the bottom of the camp has toilets or out-
houses. Instead, every whitewater expedition is 
compelled to store, transport and properly dis-
pose of its own solid human waste.” (page 37) 
�e last boat in the line of rafts was the toilet 
boat which became Fedarko’s specialty. 

He was more than ready to make a change 
when his best friend, National Geographic pho-
tographer Pete McBride suggested an end-to-
end hike of the Colorado River along the base of 
the Grand Canyon. When Fedarko pointed out 
that such an endeavor would require extensive 

physical training, McBride said 
“the hike itself is the thing that is 
going to get us ready for the hike.” 
“Dude — We can do this thing o� 
the couch.”  �e two of them de-
voted a year in their schedules to 
follow this dream. Little did they 
know the challenge that was ahead 
of them.

�e �rst hint of the disasters to 
come was just before they headed 
out. Fedarko was introduced to 
Andrew Holycross, the nation’s 
most knowledgeable herpetologist 
who had hiked the length of the 

canyon not once but twice. As they were chat-
ting, Kevin mentioned that he had seen and 
nearly stepped on a snake in his yard. When 
Holycross asked him to describe the snake, 
Kevin stammered and gave a vague description. 
Without hesitation, Holycross rebuked him for 
his lack of observation skills, and said to him, 
“Anybody who cannot attend to a snake isn’t 
paying heed to a thousand other things, and 
a person like that has no business bumbling 
through the canyon on foot.”

�e two greenhorns did not begin this jour-

ney alone. Rich Grua, the foremost canyon 
guide and some of his seasoned hiking friends 
led the way during the �rst day of the hike. Be-
fore taking o�, Rich looked at their backpacks 
and saw that they were grossly unprepared for 
the days ahead. Even after Grua’s lecture, they 
still had more than they needed for the grueling 
days ahead and they soon saw the error of their 
lack of preparedness. After trekking for one day, 
they shed many unnecessary items and began 
wrapping their shoes and feet with duct tape. 
Blisters on their heels and the bottoms of their 
feet had burst. And much more was yet to come.

 �e physical di�culties they experienced 
were more than balanced by the landscapes 
they saw that no one had ever seen before. �e 
vivid colors describing the fauna and �ora and 
the landforms’ multilayered striated levels were 
captured masterfully by Fedarko. He clearly 
used his friend’s photographs to help him with 
his accuracy. Although this book shares little 
of McBride’s work, his own book, “�e Grand 
Canyon: Between River and Rim,” chronicles 
the hike in breathtaking photos.
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I
Three gems

B O O K I S H

by
MARGARET
BASINGER

A Walk in the Park by Kevin Fedarko; 512 pp; 
published March2026
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Kevin Fedarko’s father saw the rim of the can-
yon for the �rst time four years before his death. 
It was the author’s wish that he could present this 
book to his dad, whose health was failing, before 
he died, but it wasn’t published in time. He did 
get to see McBride’s book and loved sharing the 
adventure vicariously.

THE COMPOUND
Aisling Rawle

 A good summer read for �ction lovers is “�e 
Compound” by Aisling Rawle. It doesn’t have 
the vivid descriptions that �e Walk in the Park 
does, but its plot is captivating. Both books take 
place in hot, hot settings.

�e Compound is about a top-rated real-
ity show that involves 12 couples unknown to 
each other who are sent to a ransacked mansion 
in the middle of the desert. �ere are cameras 

in every corner of the house relaying the partic-
ipants’ every action to the viewing public. �e 
house has no conveniences or the necessities for 
living.  �ere is no water, air conditioning, work-
ing toilets or food. A big screen in the den alerts 
the players to the group commands. As they 
successfully complete group assignments, they 
receive big and crucial gifts that make the living 
conditions tolerable. Screens in their rooms pro-
vide them with smaller but useful gifts such as 
shampoo.

�e object of the show is to be the last man 
standing after eliminating all the competition. 
Initially, the group cooperates for survival but 
their greed and ruthlessness soon emerge. Al-
though the ending is predictable, �e Com-
pound is a good read for a long airplane ride, an 
afternoon on the beach, or just a couple of spare 
hours in your favorite reading spot.

THE KEEPER
Tana French

As for me, I am loving the third book in Tana 
French’s Cal Hooper trilogy, “�e Keeper.” Last 
year, I reviewed her earlier books, “�e Seeker” 
and “�e Searcher.” �e Keeper has all the same 
characters, major and minor with special empha-
sis on Cal, Lena and Trey, the main characters 
in the other two. As a reminder, Cal is a retired 
detective from Chicago. He has only lived in the 
small village of Ardnekelty, Ireland, which is the 
birthplace of Lena and Trey, a few years. Trey is a 
teenager whom Cal and Lena have taken under 
their wings because she has so much potential 
— which is not being cultivated by her harried 
single mother.

�e plot is simple; a young girl who is about to 
marry into the town’s wealthiest family, is found 
drowned near the town bridge. Was it suicide? 
Her autopsy reveals that she has drunk antifreeze.

Tana French is a master of characterization. In 

this novel she concentrates on Lena, Cal’s girl-
friend. Although Lena has played a supporting 
role in the trilogy’s earlier books, she is central to 
this novel. Lena has been very content keeping 
to herself her whole life but because she is the 
last one to have spoken to the dead girl, she feels 
compelled to �nd out if her death was suicide 
or a homicide. She does not want to involve Cal 
because she is only reluctantly investigating this 
case herself.

�e way French’s dialog captures the Irish 
brogue of the townsfolk and interchanges it with 
Cal’s use of standard English is astonishing. �at 
and her beautiful descriptions of rural Ireland 
and use of local color are captivating. I will be 
sad to see the end of this series.

So, happy reading, dear friends.  What would 
we do without good books?

And remember — wear sunscreen!

�e Compound by Aisling Rowle; 304pp; 
published June 2025

�e Keeper by Tana French; 496 pp;
published March 2026

S
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R O W A N  O R I G I N A L

WRITING
aLEGACY

Sam Post’s life reads like a story

S TO R Y  : M AG G I E  B L AC K W E L L    |    PH OTO G R A PH Y  : S E A N M E Y E R S

Summer 2026 STM.indd   10 5/8/26   7:07 AM



SUMMER 2026     1 1

am Post, member of the legendary 
Rose Post family, is the middle of 
the �ve kids. His dad owned and 
operated the much-loved Zim-
merman’s Department Store. �e 

Post kids are legendary for their smarts and Sam 
is no exception. Among the siblings are a suc-
cessful business owner, a former photojournalist 
for National Geographic, an attorney/CPA/civic 
leader and a doctorate-level psychology profes-
sor. Sam, though, is distinctive in that he’s taken 
on more projects, with more bravado, than any-
one else could conceive. 

A child of Salisbury, he attended Salisbury 
City Schools before the merger with the coun-
ty. He got his English degree from Wake Forest, 
working summers as a tennis pro at the Coun-
try Club, bussing tables at the Green Park Inn 
in Blowing Rock and bussing tables on a cruise 
ship. He typically earned $2,000 a summer back 
when tuition was only $3,000 a year. 

As a Wake student, he participated in BU-
NAC, a program that sent him to London for 
six months. While there, he popped into the 
o�ce of a literary agent and asked him to read 
a novel he’d written. �e agent was quite inter-
ested in the draft and encouraged Sam to com-
plete it. Instead, Sam started another novel, one 
that didn’t impress the agent as well. London 
o�ered another opportunity as Sam met his fu-
ture wife, Alicia, there. 

Post also spent a semester in Venice, which 
sparked his lifelong love of the city. He and Ali-
cia visited Venice just last year. 

He taught in Rowan-Salisbury Schools for 
25 years, retiring at 50. Over summers, he 
wrote novels and taught tennis at the club. 

Post started the local version of Co�ee News, 
a brown tabloid-size paper distributed to restau-
rants. �e paper had jokes, stories, quotes, triv-
ia and horoscope — with ads. It was designed 
to be a 10-minute read to occupy the diner as 
he waited for his food. Alicia wrote copy. �e 
couple printed them in their home. He pro-
duced the paper, sold ads and distributed the 
10,000 copies to three counties every week for 
14 years. �e onset of the mobile phone elimi-
nated the need to entertain a waiting diner, and 
he closed the paper. 

Somewhere along the way, Post was inspired 
to write tabloid stories. He wrote fantastic, un-
believable stories and sent them to the Nation-
al Examiner. �e editor asked him, “Are these 
true?” Post replied, “P�ft, of course not.” He 
was hired. He faithfully sent three fabricated 
stories a week and one of them would make it 
to print. Tabloids paid extremely well — par-
ticularly for a hobby — but for the most part, 
they’ve seen their demise, too, because of the 
Internet. 

�e typical reader, he says, was a ciga-
rette-smoking woman who thought Elvis was 
still alive. �e three components that made for 
a successful story were food, money and sex. 

One story, “Bowling for Dollars,” was about 
a custody dispute with parents who were bowl-
ing addicts. �e judge made them bowl for cus-
tody of the child. �e story was cited on ESPN, 
the commentators thinking it was true.

Today, he’s the owner of PhenomWell, the 
�rst CBD shop in Salisbury, located at 704-B 
Jake Alexander Blvd. It’s spacious, well-lit and 
patronized by all sorts of people, including rec-
reational users, businesspeople and those suf-
fering with chronic pain. He’s been there seven 
years and counting.

He learned about CBD when he was selling 
ads for the Co�ee News. �ree of his new ad 
customers were successful CBD shops in other 
cities. He spoke with the owners at length and 
did his research, opening PhenomWell seven 
years ago. 

“People need a community,” Post said. “�is 
is my community.”

It’s a community that could well be endan-
gered. �e alcohol industry has pushed back — 
hard — at all uses of hemp. And hemp could be 
a viable threat to alcohol. �ere are virtually no 
calories, no hangover and it’s cheap. �e gover-
nor has created a bi-partisan group to investi-
gate CBD and so far, they seem to be in favor 
of it with some regulation.

�e federal government wants to have a say, 
as well, though they have passed con�icting 
legislation in the last year, at �rst okaying the 
whole thing, then sunsetting it in November 
of this year. It’s a story that by far exceeds the 
con�nes of this story. 

All along the way, however, Post has consis-
tently done what he loves most: writing. A nov-
el he wrote in junior year of college impressed 
his professor so much, he said, “�is is so good. 
If you stopped right here, I’d give you an A.” 
Post stopped right there. 

He has a dozen or so novels tucked away, 
some mysteries and some, vaguely autobi-
ographical. He’s written hundreds of plays and 
several have gone to production. A �lm, as well, 
has made it into production. 

“Plays are easier,” he says, “as dialogue comes 
so easily. Screenplays take a lot of discipline as 
you’re suddenly worried about angles and lo-
cation.”

Post was involved with a Charlotte writing 
group for some time, writing 30 to 40 10-min-
ute plays. He also wrote a full-length play 
named, “Co�ee �erapy,” that was produced at 
a dinner theater. He was able to sell that play.

He recalls some plays that were included in 
a textbook and some that were included in a 
North Carolina anthology. Some of his plays 
were produced in Greenwich Village. He pub-
lished a book, “Actor’s Dozen.”

He once received a grant from the Charlotte 
Arts & Science Council to stage a full-length 
play. He called on theater buddies Claudia 
Gallup, Anne Ho�man, Mary Ann McCubbins 
and Gary �ornburg to participate. �ey rented 
Spirit Square for the event. 

A Charlotte Observer theater critic wrote 
about the play: “If anyone can �gure out what’s 
happening, let me know.” 

“I was a well-rejected writer,” smiles Post. 
�e amazing thing about Post is, unlike most 

of us, setbacks don’t set him back. Like the En-
ergizer Bunny, he keeps going. Keeps going with 
more ideas, more ventures. 

Today, Post is 70 years old. He and Alicia 
have three adult children and three grandchil-
dren. He’s writing a book titled, “People and the 
Plant,” pro�ling 13 people who have made an 
impact on the progress of cannabis in today’s 
culture. He plans to run the store as long as he’s 
able, considering legal battles in the industry.

“�e one thing I want to do,” he says, “is to 
write a memoir so my grandkids can see our 
family history.” We believe he’ll do it. 

S

S
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Jack designed the new 
home that he and 
Robert moved into 

last summer. �ey are 
owners of A Perfect 

Rose. 
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he imposing, two-story home on High Rock Lake 
may seem like a fortress at �rst glance. But instead of 
a moat, it’s surrounded by hundreds and hundreds of 
vibrant rose bushes. 

�at makes sense, considering that the home’s 
owners are Jackson “Jack” Page and Robert Myers, who own �e 
Perfect Rose. 

�ey �nished their new home last spring, after some 
COVID-related construction delays. �ey uprooted close to 
1,000 rose bushes from their Mediterranean-style home in Forest 
Glen to a rental property in Davidson County. �en they began 

ferrying them to the lake. 
“You see, I have lots of roses,” Robert says, tongue-in-cheek.
When all is said and done, Robert believes the property will 

have one of the largest multivarietal rose gardens in Southeast. 
He has two of each variety of rose in the three garden areas sur-
rounding the home. 

And why not? �e Perfect Rose works with some 450 commer-
cial and residential customers from Winston-Salem to Columbia, 
S.C. In 2027, the business will observe its 20th anniversary, with 
seven full-time employees. 

Jack retired from architecture in 2011 and now manages the 

t he

PERFECT
HOUSE

Local business owners �nally enjoying life on the lake in new home

S TO R Y  A N D  PH OTO S  : SUSA N S H I N N T U R N E R

T

From left: �e entryway is �lled with photographs, as well as a large map, chronicling the couple’s travels; this orange pillow belongs to two cat lovers; 
the couple have carried many of the same colors through their homes — as well as this moose head. 
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company full-time. Robert handles customer 
operations. �e two met in 1999 and married in 
2016. �ey have two daughters and one grand-
daughter.

A separate building onsite houses a studio 
apartment which doubles as the business o�ce. 

Construction began in January 2022. �e 
couple had moved into a rental exactly one year 
before when their previous home sold. �is 
home was completed in May 2025. 

Because of earlier delays, there are still some 

things on hold: a dock and an outdoor �replace. 
Construction on the pool, however, was com-
pleted in late May. 

An architectural designer, Jack designed the 
home with assistance from Bill Burgin and Di-
ane Lester of Ramsay Burgin Smith Architects 
in downtown Salisbury. �e duo made Jack’s 
schematic drawings “bigger and better,” he says.

Jack worked for the �rm for nine years and 
considers Bill Burgin and Donna Smith his most 
in�uential mentors. 

Jack wanted a house plan that maximized a 
view. He settled on a combination of “Inter-
national Style Modern, Mid-Century Modern, 
and a little Frank Lloyd Wright thrown in for 
good measure,” he says, for the 2,800 square-
foot home. He likes the fact that the rooms are 
open and multipurpose. 

Jack chose commercial-grade windows and 
doors for the two-bedroom, two-bath home. 
Both are much larger than you �nd in a normal 
residence. 

Clockwise from top left: the couple have carried many of the same colors through their homes; Jack talks about the cabinetry in the kitchen. In designing the 
home, he chose turquoise, black and white, along with a pop of terra cotta; the home’s showers are large and roomy. 
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Summer Time  

is Fun Time 

Boys & Girls Shorts & Shortalls,
T-Shirts & Graphic T-Shirts, 
Canvas Caps & Accessories

Sizes 2T to Youth XL

14-16 N. Main Street,  
Lexington, NC 
336-248-2180

The Area’s Largest Carhartt Dealer

From infants to  
toddlers and tweens to 

teens, Carhartt kids  
gear has has them covered. for Kids!

�e house lit up at night.
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2025

Voted Best
Seafood 8 times!

�e entryway shows o� black and white photos surrounding a world map, 
chronicling the couple’s travels — mostly with Robert’s work as a judge with 
the World Federation of Rose Society’s conventions. �at role has taken them 
to France, New Zealand, Australia, Denmark, South America and more. Both 
have served as delegates to these events. 

�e two are still active members of Rowan Rose Society. �ey plan to host 
future events here once the roses have fully matured.

Jack completed all the interior design work, keeping a 
clean palette of black, white and peacock blue, with a pop 
of terra cotta in accessories and upholstered pieces.

�e blue mainly shows up in the expansive kitchen, with 
that color chosen for the cabinetry. A 5-foot by 12-foot 
island is a centerpiece of the kitchen. 

�e cabinets came from Sam’s Cabinets in Granite Quarry, with the counter-
tops from Cadenza in Concord. �e tile in the bathrooms, with their oversized 
showers, looks luxurious and high-end.

�e open staircase was custom-made by Bame Welding. �e company also 
fashioned all the other railings inside and outside the home, as well as some 
rose trellises. 

�e top of the staircase features Henry the Moose. He’s been with the couple 
about 20 years.

Floor-to-ceiling windows in the living room and downstairs den showcase 
the waterfront views. Instead of curb appeal, the house gets a lot of, well, wa-

Jack and Robert 
planted some of 

their favorite 
yellow roses at 

the water’s edge. 
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www.salisburypostdigital.com
sales@salisburypost.com
336-608-1190

ARE YOU REACHING CUSTOMERS?
  It’s a digital world, we have digital solutions

-DIGITAL AD TARGETING STRATEGIES
Includes site retargeting, contextual targeting, search 
retargeting, geo-targeting down to address speci�c levels.

-TARGETED EMAIL MARKETING 
Using massive database of veri�ed opt-in consumers that 
allow marketers to reach relevant prospects.

-WEBSITE DESIGN AND HOSTING
A�ordable website designs that can get any business up and 
running a�ordably, and give a business with a dated site a 
fresh makeover that can increase google search results.
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Let us help YOU chart YOUR path 
to a worry-free retirement.
1410 NORTH MAIN STREET 

SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 28144 
704-630-0899

BOSTIAN RETIREMENT PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT CAN MEET 
ALL OF YOUR RETIREMENT NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF. 

OUR COMPANY HAS PROUDLY BEEN SERVING CLIENTS FOR OVER 50 YEARS AND 
WE ARE HAPPY TO ASSIST YOU WITH OVER 21 AREAS OF RETIREMENT PLANNING.

• ESTATE PLANNING • TAX PLANNING • INCOME PLANNING 
• SOCIAL SECURITY MAXIMIZATION • IRA AND 401(K) ROLLOVERS

BOSTIAN RETIREMENT PLANNING AND
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

terfront appeal.
“We’re enjoying your roses!” said a pontoon rider 

one recent summer evening. 
“You’d be surprised how many comments we get 

from people out on the lake,” Robert says. 
Six years ago, Jack and Robert were at Lake Nor-

man boating with friends when the idea came to 
them that they’d like to own a lake home. 

“It’s been so long coming it’s hard to grasp,” Jack 
notes. 

But it’s been with a great deal of satisfaction, too. 
“One day during construction, a Jet Ski went 

by, and I could hear the girl say to her friend, ‘�at 
house is badass!’

“�at made it all worth it.”

Freelance writer Susan Shinn Turner lives in Ra-
leigh. 

S

�e home has attracted friendly passersby from the lake. 
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Clockwise: �e downstairs o�ers expansive views of the lake; the doorway to Jack and Robert’s home is sleek and 
contemporary; the roses attract visitors of all types as well; the tile selections in the bathrooms carry the color theme 

throughout the home. 
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THE HUB
The Oestreicher building goes from fashion to the future

S TO RY :  PE TE  PR U N K L    |    PH OTO G R A PH Y :  SE A N M E Y E R S

Rachel Bernheim, daughter 
of Irvin Oestreicher, and her 

daughter Samantha Ring inside 
the Oestreicher Building that is 
being renovated for �e HUB.
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he Oestreicher building, once one 
of North Carolina’s most elegant 
department stores, will soon be 
transformed. Several Salisbury 
non-pro�ts and Rowan County 

United Way will soon reside under its long �at 
roof. �ey will share overhead costs, o�ce equip-
ment, utility bills, a kitchen, meeting rooms, 
�exible space, an elevator and break rooms. Per-
haps the greatest bene�t will be the partnerships 
that develop between the organizations for the 
betterment of the Rowan community.         

Locals know that the name of the building 
is pronounced A-strikers. �e family-owned 
business was founded in 1902 by David Oes-
treicher (1862-1923) at 122 South Main Street, 
Salisbury. �e German-Jewish immigrant sold 
“the best of the best” to upscale locals and out-
of-towners. To ensure that his customers felt im-
portant, Oestreicher’s employees attended class-
es on speaking proper English, choosing and 
matching colors and keeping up to date on the 
latest styles. It was here, in one e�cient setting, 

that women shopped for shoes, fabrics, import-
ed foods, hats, handbags, crystal, china, wedding 
gowns, furs, coats, dresses, lingerie, cosmetics 
and elegant but diamond-free costume jewelry. 

For 34 years, the store was run by Irvin Oes-
treicher (1900-1996), an artist, philanthropist, 
pianist, swimmer and patron of the arts. A Salis-
bury native, Irvin Oestreicher denied that he was 
ever a businessman. He trained as a concert pi-
anist and painter, so he made sure that the store 
he inherited at his father’s death in 1923 was 
beautiful, comfortable, colorful and inviting. 

Irvin and his wife, Bert Oestreicher (1918-
1999), were generous community benefactors. 
Early in his career, Oestreicher was a charter 
member of Rowan Memorial Hospital, now 
part of the Novant system. He raised money for 
the new hospital in the 1930s and personally do-
nated $100,000 in 1988 for equipment and sur-
gical rooms. He and Bert endowed a program at 

the hospital to reward employee longevity, now 
in its 35th year. After Irvin’s death, Bert, the cou-
ple’s daughter Rachel Bernheim and son David 
Oestreicher, donated $1 million to the hospital’s 
charitable foundation.    

To enjoy more of life, the arts and travel, Ir-
vin Oestreicher sold the business and building in 
1957. Outsiders and investors continued to op-
erate the department store under the Oestreicher 
name. In 1964, the �ve-level, 24,000-square-foot 
building su�ered a disastrous �re that destroyed 
most of its wooden �oors. For the next 55 years, 
ownership bounced from Zimmerman’s Depart-
ment Store and the Rowan County Republican 
Party to James Hurley, Evening Post Industries 
and then Post Publishing Company. Over time, 
the aging Oestreicher Building became part of 
a three-structure package that included portions 
of the adjoining Leonard and Elizabeth Court 
buildings.   

In 2019, Salisbury attorney and former City 
Councilman David Post contacted Post Publish-
ing with an o�er to rent part of one of the three 

T Former employees pose for a photograph 
from 1922. 
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buildings for a candy store business. �e pub-
lishing representative asked if he would consider 
buying three buildings instead of renting one. 
For a reasonable price, Post could become the 
new owner of the entire Oestreicher Building, 75 
percent of the Leonard Building and 50 percent 
of Elizabeth Court. David Post considered the of-
fer and said yes. After replacing the roof on 122 
South Main, paying back taxes, repairing wa-
ter-damaged �oors and completing electrical and 
plumbing work, he wasn’t sure what he would do 
with his newfound real estate. “I just want down-
town to work,” he told the Salisbury Post.  

Enter Jenny Lee, executive director of the 
Rowan County United Way. In early 2022, she 
and Philanthropy Director Audrey Eudy visited 
model sites in North and South Carolina to see 
for themselves how non-pro�t groups e�ectively 
shared o�ce space. �ey learned that sharing in-
stead of owning or renting saved money, said Lee. 

Later that year, it was time to alert the faithful. 

A view from the roof looking towards Dunn’s Mountain. 
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Two hundred United Way stakeholders were invited 
to learn about the new collaboration, suggest possible 
sites and raise funds to purchase a building. David Post 
attended the event and talked about his three build-
ings on South Main Street. �ere were plenty of other 
suggestions and more than enough interest among 
non-pro�ts. Lee and Eudy quickly realized that they 
were thinking too small. �e HUB, the new name for 
the collaboration, needed to be at least 25,000 square 
feet. Stakeholders also thought big. �ey donated 
enough money to buy a larger structure. 

“�at’s when Audrey and I realized we needed help 
assessing commercial properties,” said Jenny Lee. �e 
pair then put together a group of local business leaders 
who scouted available vacant spaces for a large Rowan 
County non-pro�t collaborative.  

One of the places recommended by the task force 
was the Oestreicher Building. “It checked every box,” 
said Lee. “We loved it on our �rst tour.” Negotiations 
followed, and on Oct. 30, 2024, United Way bought 
the former home of Salisbury’s �nest department store 
from David Post. �e price included a portion of the 

A remnant of the original wallpaper adorns a 
section of the wall. 

 �e building that once housed the upscale department store, Oestreicher’s, will now be home to the 
Rowan County United Way and a collaborative for local non-pro�ts. 
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Leonard building accessible from the third �oor 
and a sizable discount on its appraised value. 
Using the funds raised in 2022, Rowan Coun-
ty United Way purchased a building with three 
�oors, a mezzanine and a basement. For $1 a 
year, they will rent room o� the third �oor in 
the Leonard building next door. 

Architects at Ramsey, Bergin, & Smith devel-
oped the plan for the HUB, from its top �oor to 
basement storage. Miller-Davis Agency created a 
marketing plan and a donation website. Vertex 
Construction spent a week taking the building 
to its bare walls in preparation for interior con-
struction. 

Smart Start Rowan, the Salisbury Symphony, 
Catawba College’s Social Entrepreneurship Lab 
and Rowan County United Way are the HUB’s 
�rst anchor tenants. Other smaller and possibly 
temporary non-pro�ts will be added, even some 
who get to use various rooms as members of the 
HUB Club.    

Smart Start Rowan, a state-funded early learn-
ing resource center, will reside on the HUB’s �rst 
�oor, which will include a children’s play area. 

�e organization’s administrative o�ces are on 
the third �oor. “It’s more space than we have in 
the building on Jake Alexander,” said Director 
of Outreach and Development Denise Heinke.    

�e distinctive Oestreicher mezzanine, where 
all the store’s business o�ces were located, is sus-
pended from the second �oor. �at arrangement 
is out-of-step with today’s �re and safety codes. 
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trinity oaks
2115971

With the mezzanine stabilized, this area will house a shared 32-seat board 
room, a catering kitchen, training rooms, rest rooms and small meeting 
room.    

Salisbury Symphony will overlook Main Street on the front half of the 
second �oor. Included in their space, said Executive Director Peter Fer-
retti, are administrative o�ces, a library, a workroom and, if �exible space 
on the third �oor can be soundproofed, practice rooms for the sympho-
ny’s Summer Strings, Youth Orchestra, Afterwork Strings and Afterschool 
Strings. “�e greatest bene�t for the symphony is the sheer collaborative 
possibilities of the HUB,” said Ferretti. 

Catawba College’s Social Entrepreneurship Lab will occupy half of the 
HUB’s second �oor. An entrepreneurship lab turns ideas into action. Re-
search �ndings from business, sustainability and the social sciences are the 
ideas that can be used to solve persistent societal problems like improving 
healthcare, protecting the environment and alleviating poverty. 

Rowan County United Way will relocate from the Salisbury Post build-
ing on West Innes to the front of the HUB’s third �oor. �at’s where Oes-
treicher’s hair salon and photo studio were once located. �e third �oor 
will have several windows on the building’s south side that blend into the 
clouds on the iconic Salisbury mural.  

In addition to building space for all the anchor tenants, a second in-
terior staircase will be constructed at the rear of the building. �e metal 

Samantha Ring, left, and Jenny Lee pose in the original freight elevator. 
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exterior �re escape is too 1920s for exiting the building 
and will be removed. Also on the demo list is the old 
technology heating and air conditioning ductwork as 
well as the Oestreicher freight elevator. �e elevator 
shaft will be repurposed as the hub for a building-wide 
sprinkler system. 

Construction, soft costs and furnishings come to 
$6.5 million and that is what the United Way is rais-
ing. �anks to a $200,000 matching grant from the 
Blanche & Julian Robertson Family Foundation, any 
donations throughout the remainder of the year will be 
doubled. “�e goal for project construction to begin is 
late 2026 to early 2027, and will take 12-14 months 
for completion,” said Jenny Lee. 

Want to be part of this important transformation? 
Visit theHUBforcollaboration.org   

From left, Jenny Lee, Samantha Ring, Rachel Bernheim and Audrey Eudy during a tour of the building. 

S
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An old advertisement promoting the store hangs on the wall. 

�e remaining original bathroom in all its glory.

A wall shows the scars of a previous �re.

A donor list hangs in the elevator.
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WEEKEND
WONDERS

The Webb Road Flea Market is a community all to its own

S TO R Y  : PE T E  PR U N K L    |    PH OTO G R A PH Y  : S E A N M E Y E R S
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he Mall of America in Bloomington, Minne-
sota, hosts 520 tenants including Macy’s and 
Nordstrom. On a slow Saturday or Sunday, 
you will �nd that many individual vendors 
at the Webb Road Flea Market. None are as 
large as Macy’s, but can you get a live pig-

let at Macy’s or an authentic Mexican beef tongue taco at 
Nordstroms? 

Since 1985, Webb Road has been a shopper’s paradise for 
the North Carolina Piedmont. Practically everything Target 
sells can be found among their eight fully enclosed build-
ings, two open-air shelters and 400 outdoor stands. �at’s 
130,000 square feet of selling space. 

Open every Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
— except when Christmas Day falls on a weekend, the mar-
ket caters to those looking for steep discounts on cleaning 
supplies, fresh produce, clothing, car parts, shoes, furniture, 
toys, candy, shampoo, paper products, electronics, crafts 
and live animals. To sell piglets, chickens or exotic birds, 
vendors need a livestock license. No dogs or cats for sale, 
however. Also excluded are pornography and home-baked 
foods. 

�e 125,000-square-foot market is owned by the Walton 
family of Morganton. �ey employ two full-time and four 
part-time employees to support the 800 vendors who call 
the �ea market their weekend place of business. For some, 
Webb Road provides their only income.  

Established in 1985 by the late Morganton businessman 

T

Above left: Fresh vegetables are available from numerous vendors.
Above: Manager Donnie Pressley stands in the breezeway at the �ea market. 
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Mike Callahan 
sells furniture 
he purchases 
from Hughes 
Furniture in 
High Point. 
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Simply Timeless…

Come see 

Carol!

Wedding Bands • Engagement Rings • Custom Jewelry

• Free jewelry cleaning
• Excellent repair service
• Speedbrite jewelry cleaners
• Free gift wrap with purchase
• All major credit cards accepted
• Easy parking at Ketner Center

Your trusted local specialists
in wedding jewelry, custom
designs and engraving since 1984

1810 W Innes St, Salisbury
704.633.7115

www.windsorgalleryjewelers.com

Areas of Practice:
Estate and Trust Planning

& Administration
Family Law
Real Estate

Business Law
Mediation

118 E. COUNCIL ST., STE. 3, SALISBURY, N.C. 28144
P: 704-633-8857  |  F: 704-636-2284  |  CarterLawGroupNC.com

Andrea Anders, Jennifer Flynn, Andy Porter and Jeremy Carter, 
the attorneys of Carter Law Group, P.A., strive to provide 

solid solutions for our clients’ legal needs.

Experience | Ability | Integrity | Dedication

Charles Reeder, a licensed 
embalmer, funeral director 
and minister, sells custom 

cremation urns made in India. 
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Tom Walton and two partners, the market has been 
owned and operated by the Walton family for more 
than 40 years. General Manager Chris Stephens said, 
“We are proud to provide a thriving environment 
where hundreds of vendors from Rowan and sur-
rounding counties can succeed and support their busi-
nesses and families.” 

Donnie Pressley has been the WRFM manager for 
three years. His job involves meeting with vendors, 
solving problems, enforcing rules, developing relation-
ships and building wooden display tables for vendors. 
Pressley, a �ea market vendor before taking this job, 
knows the market. “Webb Road is a community with-
in a community,” he emphasized. “We celebrate birth-
days, anniversaries and births. We attend our member’s 
funerals and generally help each other.” �ere is a large 
Hispanic population at Webb Road, but there are also 
vendors from Nigeria, Taiwan, Japan, China, Philip-
pines and North and South Carolina. “Our vendors 
come from every ethnicity, every culture, every social John Parker and his son Jonathon have sold sports team jerseys for the past 15 years. 
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LOCAL Home Improvement Services
GET YOUR HOME & GARDEN  

READY FOR

Summer
with help from these

TRUSTED LOCAL BUSINESSES!

RITCHIE’S STEAMWAY  
CARPET CLEANING

Steam Carpet Cleaning • Hardwood 
Floors • Upholstery Cleaning • Tile and 

Grout • Oriental Rug Specialists

Holiday Cleaning!

RITCHIE’S STEAMWAY  
CARPET CLEANING

Steam Carpet Cleaning • Hardwood 
Floors • Upholstery Cleaning • Tile and 

Grout • Oriental Rug Specialists

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE!

704-279-3526
418 China Grove Hwy., Rockwell, NC

seitivitaN
senirugiF

seldnaC
 laicifitrA

Trees
HUGE 

SELECTION!
Godley's Garden Center

2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
704-638-0082

OFFseitivitaN
senirugiF

seldnaC
 laicifitrA

Trees
HUGE 

SELECTION!
Godley's Garden Center

2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury
704-638-0082

60%
OFFPUTNAM’S CARPET

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE!

704-279-3526
418 China Grove Hwy., Rockwell, NC

Your Flooring Experts

stneman
ssa

seitivit
senirug

seldn
 laicifit

Trees
HUGE 

SELECTION!

After  
Christmas 

Sale!

60%
OFF

Pools in stock. Call today and swim this summer!
704-239-7647 

www.rowanpools.com

Re-Imagine
Your Backyard

With An In-Ground Fiberglass Pool

Family owned & operated since 1949,
providing exceptional customer service,
quality products and expert installation.

•  Custom Shades- 
Roman, Woven Wood, 
Honeycomb & Solar

•  Custom Blinds- Faux 
Wood & Vertical

• Plantation Shutters
• Sunbrella Awnings
• Aluminum Awnings

4101 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury NC
704-636-4641

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

www.salisburyvenetianblind.com
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GENERAL GYNECOLOGY
BIOIDENTICAL HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY

BOTOX • JUVEDERM • LATISSE • ZO SKIN HEALTH
KYBELLA • CHEMICAL PEELS • MONALISA TOUCH 
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Learn More at talkitoutnc.org

class, every �nancial class. Some are worth a 
whole lot more than you’d expect,” added Press-
ley.

 All the market’s buildings are new as of 2012. 
�ey were redesigned and rebuilt after a disas-
trous 2010 �re leveled the entire �ea market. 
�e new metal frame buildings, each 12,000 
square feet, are connected by an outdoor breeze-
way, a design that prevents a �re from again de-
stroying the entire complex. 

�e design worked. On Dec. 15, 2024, an 
overloaded drop cord set o� a blaze in Building 
B, leaving it in a heap of rubble. Only Building 
B was a�ected, and it was rebuilt on a concrete 
�oor as a shelter with 48 small roof-covered 
stalls.  

At $32 per day, shelter spaces are cheaper 
and more popular than permanent inside ones, 
which rent for $120 a month. Only two of the 
10 buildings are heated. None are air condi-
tioned. �e �ea market’s least costly option is 
an outside space. Each rents for $12 a day, �rst 
come, �rst served. Some vendors are cash only. 
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Your Locally Owned 
Lumber, Building Material 

& Hardware Store

3301 Salisbury Highway, Statesville, NC 28677
www.lilshavers.com • 704-872-3148

Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am - 3:00 pm • Sunday Closed

Full lines of lumber • plywood • OSB 
plumbing • electrical • �ooring • drywall  
insulation • hardware• fasteners • tools  

 lawn & garden• and much more. 

 Alex White, the only 
boiled peanuts vendor 
at the market, gets 
ready for the day’s 
work. “You either 
love boiled peanuts 
or hate them,” he 
says. He cooks the 
peanuts for 8 hours at 
home, and serves out 
of a large metal pot 
using a steel ladle. He 
charges $5 per bag for 
either regular or spicy 
variety.

123 N Ellis Street, Suite 128 • Salisbury, NC 28144

R E A L T O R®

704-239-3835

melissayates4u@gmail.com

melissayatesrealtor.com
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DAVIS BROWN JILL DICKSONJANET EDWARDSMICHELLE KULD

TARA SETZERTERESA RUFTY JASON SHRADER AUBREY FOY KACI GULLEDGE STEPHEN BOAZ

Voted the No. 1 Real Estate
Company for 4th Straight Year!

Teresa Rufty
Owner, Broker In Charge

Office:704.245.6184 • Mobile:704.433.2582
107 North Main Faith St.

Salisbury, NC 28146
www.tmrrealtyinc.com
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Company for 4thCompany for 4th Straight Year!Straight Year!

Teresa Rufty
Owner, Broker In Charge

Office:704.245.6184 • Mobile:704.433.2582
107 North Main Faith St.

Salisbury, NC 28146
www.tmrrealtyinc.com

teresa@tmrrealtyinc.com

Buying or Selling
a Home this

SUMMER?
We're Here

to Help You!

If someone you love is facing serious 
illness, we are here to help. With guidance, 

compassion, and expert care, 
we will help you make the most of every day.

TrellisSupport.org • 704-637-7645

WITH YOU
every step

of the way

Others take a variety of payment options like credit cards, Venmo and 
Zelle.  

We all must eat sometime, so why not stop by one or all three Webb 
Road’s on-site restaurants? For good old American food, there’s Market 
Grill. If you fancy deep-fried Twinkies, funnel cake and pork rinds, 
stop by Phoenix Snack and Soda Shop. And for authentic Mexican 
street food, get in line at Taqueria de la Corona.   

�ose who shop at the �ea market have a wide variety of buying and 
social needs. Some purchase all their cleaning and laundry supplies 
here. “Vendors buy broken pallets of merchandise at auction,” said 
Donnie Pressley. “I haven’t bought detergent at a grocery store since 
working here.” First timers are drawn in as they travel on I-85. �at’s 
65,000 vehicles passing the Webb Road exit every day. Some out-of-
towners drive from Virginia and South Carolina just to shop at a �ea 
market larger than the one near their home. “I come here just to buy 
things I don’t need like a Matchbox car,” said one gentleman from 

Mount Holly. 
And some attend every Saturday and Sunday year-round. “I see the 

same people in here every weekend,” said long-time furniture dealer 
Mike Callahan. Can you top that, Mall of America? S

A calm space to work 
through anxiety, trauma, 
stress, and life's challenges-
with the support of a licensed 
therapist and the gentle 
presence of horses.

Insurance & Medicaid Accepted
Scholarships Available
FREE for Veterans & First Responders

Saving Grace Farm

Healing  
With Horses

Contact Us  
704-209-6577 www.savinggracefarm.org
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Students In Training is a non pro�t program for
learners of any age with technology interest.

(704) 630-7676 | www.sitorg.org
1600 Brenner Ave. Salisbury

COMPUTER
TRAINING

FOR
STUDENTS &

ADULTS

AFFORDABLE
COMPUTER
REPAIR & IT

SERVICES

E-WASTE
RECYCLING &
REFURBISHED
COMPUTERS

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF SERVING YOU!
Design • Install • Maintain

Licensed & Insured
704-433-5360 • allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for your TOTAL LAWN MAINTENANCE & more!

Jose Morales, with his dogs Palomo, left, and Bella take a rest from shopping.

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HIGH QUALITY BATHROOM 

& KITCHEN FIXTURES
By Appointment Only  

Email showroomappointment@gmail.com

185 Old Beatty Ford Rd.,  
China Grove, NC

704-857-BATH (2284)  
www.landisplumbing.com

Alex Greer sells soaps, perfumes and incense with help from his mother who owns 
the business.

LINN-HONEYCUTT FUNERAL HOME 
1420 North Main Street, China Grove, NC  
704-857-2401 • www.linn-honeycutt.com

Our sta� at Linn-Honeycutt is dedicated to 
providing our community with personal, compassionate 

and exceptional care. 
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T H E  S C E N E

Event Coordinator Ashley Honbarrier & Presenting 
Sponsor Catawba College’s Center for the Environment 

Director Lee Ball

Attendees shop with vendors

Above: Art & Soul Rowan booth
Left: Head Spin Entertainment performs as stilt-walking �owers.

Earth Day Jam
Earth Day Jam is Happy Roots’ annual Earth Day celebration and largest community fundraiser, 

bringing together environmental education, live music and local food in the heart of downtown 
Salisbury. Held at Bell Tower Green, the free, family-friendly festival features multiple stages of live 
performances, hands-on STEM and sustainability activities as an O�cial N.C. Science Festival host 
site, and a vibrant marketplace of local farmers, artisans and organizations.

— Submitted photos
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Earth Day Jam crowd

Presenting Sponsor Catawba College brought out its
winning solar race car.

Chef Quinta Ellis of Fleming Street Bakery & Southern Cuisine 
serves local farm foods in the Farm-To-Festival VIP tent.

Florencia & �e Feeling perform in front of the Bell Tower. Brevard’s Kind Spore o�ers mushroom log inoculation workshop
at the Demonstration Tent.

West Rowan Ukulele Club performs on Sprouts Stage. Witches of Brick Street perform in Spring attire
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L O C A L  C O L O R S
“ B E AC H  T I M E ” 

By Susan Linn   
— Watercolor — 

Artwork for Local Colors may
be submitted to
andy.mooney@

salisburythemagazine.com.
Vertical orientation is required.
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CATHY
GRIFFIN
REALTOR
704-213-2464
c21cathy@bellsouth.net

JOSEPH
RUSHER
REALTOR
704-762-0701
jcrusher12@gmail.com

ASHLEE M.
FLIPPIN
REALTOR
704-267-3371
c21ashlee@gmail.com

Cathy is #1 in the state & #5 in the nation
among Century 21 agents. Born and
raised in Rowan County.

Ashlee was born and raised in Rowan
County and is a Catawba College
graduate.

Born and raised in Salisbury, Joseph is a
graduate of NC State University.

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOU,
AND LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP.

BUYING? SELLING?
Talk to a Neighborhood Expert!

We are Rowan County real estate
specialists, with local market expertise to

help you make the best move.

We are Rowan County real estate
specialists, with local market expertise to

help you make the best move.

Check out this listing!
3008 Gantt Street, near Faith, NC

We are Rowan County real estate specialists, with local market 
expertise to help you make the best move.

Check out this listing!
110 Devonshire Lane, near Granite Quarry

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOU,
AND LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP.

474 Jake Alexander Blvd.,
West Salisbury, NC

704-637-7721
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in Rowan County.
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County and is a Catawba College  
graduate.

Born and raised in Salisbury, Joseph is a 
graduate of NC State University.

This Spring?

Is a New Home on Your
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Ashlee was born and raised in Rowan 
County and is a Catawba College  
graduate.

Born and raised in Salisbury, Joseph is a 
graduate of NC State University.

This Spring?

Is a New Home on Your

We are Rowan County real estate specialists, with local market 
expertise to help you make the best move.

Check out 

this listing!

115 W. Glenview Drive • Salisbury, NC 28147
List Price $834,900 • Square Footage 5,056 • .97 acre lot

4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Bathrooms, 2 Half-Baths • Built in 1997
Attached 3-car Garage • Circle Driveway • New Roof in 2023
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