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Don’t Wait, 
Schedule  
Your Free 
Testing 
Today!

1 in 4 
Homes 
in North 

Carolina test 
high for 
Radon!

Ensure a Safe Home 
with our Comprehensive
Home Health Check Up

Includes Air Quality Test, Water Quality Test, Radon Test, and Bacteria Test

Say goodbye to dust, 
bacteria, viruses, 

and odor with our 
proprietary 

DFS Technology.

Air Puri�cation

• Water Softeners

• Water Filtration

• UV Technology

• RO Filtration

Water Puri�cation

• Radon Mitigation  
Our Technicians are 

Nationally Certi�ed In 
Radon Measurement 

& Mitigation

Radon

Radon is odorless and tasteless the 
only way to know if your home is  

safe is to test.

Radon is the second leading 
cause of Lung Cancer, accounting 

for 21,000 deaths each year!

4840 Sherrills Ford Rd Salisbury, NC
Support@amerisafewaterandair.com

www.AmeriSafeWaterandAir.com704-431-6231 
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GET READY FOR THE 

New Year
with help from these 

TRUSTED LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Traeger and
Weber Grills

RITCHIE’S STEAMWAY  
CARPET CLEANING

704-633-9418
322 E. Fisher St. Suite 105, Downtown Salisbury

54+ years in business.

Steam Carpet Cleaning • Hardwood 
Floors • Upholstery Cleaning • Tile and 

Grout • Oriental Rug Specialists

Call for Your
Holiday Cleaning!

RITCHIE’S STEAMWAY  
CARPET CLEANING

704-633-9418
322 E. Fisher St. Suite 105, Downtown Salisbury

54+ years in business.

Steam Carpet Cleaning • Hardwood 
Floors • Upholstery Cleaning • Tile and 

Grout • Oriental Rug Specialists

Call for Your
Holiday Cleaning!

2023

PUTNAM’S CARPET

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE!

704-279-3526
418 China Grove Hwy., Rockwell, NC

Your Flooring Experts

����������������������������������

  Ornaments
  Glass
  Nativities
  Figurines
  Candles
  Artificial 
Trees

HUGE 
SELECTION!

Godley's Garden Center
2281 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury

704-638-0082

After  
Christmas 

Sale!

60%
OFF
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 ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  
Bonne Année! 
Frohes neues Jahr! 
Buon Anno! 
Akemashit Omedetō!
In other words, Happy New Year!

  sit before my computer on a cold, 
gray, drizzly day — hardly the time 
to feel aspirational. Yet, that’s the 
time, isn’t it? At New Year’s that’s the 
custom — so we make resolutions 

long on intention and short on completion. 
Rather than picturing the coming year as an entirely fresh 

canvas, what if we consider it as a new room in our already 
occupied houses? My house has messy rooms and neat ones, 
rooms I’ve �nished and rooms yet to be completed. (Have I 
told you my living room is awaiting its sofa?) So, your new 
room still has the characteristics of the house. Maybe you’re 
punctual or maybe you tend to run late. Perhaps you cook with 
wild abandon or perhaps you’re the microwave chicken pie 
type. �ese characteristics are going to follow you wherever you 
go — whatever room you add on to your house. �is metaphor 
has helped me to make more realistic resolutions; I prefer, in 
fact, to call them promises. Sometimes the promises work out 
so well that I renew them at the following New Year — like the 
promise not to give advice to my adult children and grandchil-
dren unless asked. �at one has reaped untold bene�ts to our 
relationships. 

We enjoyed taking photos of iconic doors in our area to il-
lustrate the concept of entering a new year. I hope you enjoy 
considering them; maybe even pick a favorite to be your door 
to a happy New Year. 

�is issue brings you stories of people who remember the 
past.

Local retiree Don Tesh used his ingenuity to save manufac-
turing companies thousands of dollars and mystify engineers 
in the process. He built small brass models in his spare time, 

“tinkering,” as he said. �eir likeness to 
reality is striking. 

Perhaps more striking is Mr. Tesh’s 
physical and mental �tness at the age of 
93. He’s a great example for us all. 

Maupin Avenue Presbyterian Church is 
celebrating 100 years this year! As other 
churches su�er downsizing, this church 
remains a vital partner of its neighbor-
hood and the city. �e congregation has 
always been small but mighty. �e driv-
ing force to create the church, then to 
build the handsome building was Mrs. 

J.P. Cathey (“Mom” Cathey Hanford), Elizabeth Dole’s grand-
mother. �ey �rst built a wood-frame building and then the 
stately brick church that stands at the corner of South Ful-
ton and Maupin Avenue. �ey built it for $25,000 in 1939. 
Mrs. Cathey held the honorary shovel to break ground. �at’s 
equivalent in today’s dollars to $582,690.65. What’s more, they 
built it debt free. �e church over its 100 years has never been 
in debt. Pastor Randy Foster and his wife Cathy shared their 
thoughts of serving the church for over 20 years.   

�e Rowan Original this month is Bud Mickle. At age 85, 
he still plays a little golf, walks daily, works out at the JF Hurley 
YMCA and volunteers for several organizations. Bud’s a life-
time Salisburian. 

�is month’s Bookish is Heartwood by Amity Gaige, brought 
to us by Margaret Basinger. We’ve all probably fantasized about 
walking the Appalachian Trail. �is book is about a woman 
who goes missing while doing so. 

Wishing you health, happiness and creativity for all 2026.

— Maggie Blackwell
Editor, Salisbury the Magazine

Opening the door
to a new year

I

E D I T O R ’ S  L E T T E R
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B O O K I S H

‘Heartwood’
ho hasn’t wanted to hike the Appala-
chian Trail? It is a 2,190-mile footpath 
through the Appalachian Mountains. I 
know people who have walked it and 
others who have at least ventured 
through part of it. �e idea of being 

in nature and all its elements for days on end with 
nothing but the pack on my back has always in-
trigued me.

Amity Gaige’s Heartwood is set at the very end of 
the trail, in the densely wooded top of Maine. �e 
end of the trail is the summit of Mount Katahdin, 
a steep 5,300 feet. It’s tough for hikers who have 
walked 2,000 miles to end their journey with such 
a treacherous challenge — a mountain. �e rug-
ged terrain presents a terrifying background in this 
page-turner of a thriller.     

Amity Gaige weaves a compelling narrative as she 
shifts from di�erent points of view and characters’ 
lives. �e plot revolves around three beautifully de-
scribed female characters but other minor 
characters contribute richly to the narra-
tive.

Valerie Gillis, whose trail name is Spar-
row, is one of the book’s main characters. 
An experienced hiker, Valerie is only 200 
miles away from �nishing the trail when, 
without explanation, she leaves her main 
backpack along the way and goes into 
the uncharted, densely packed forest. Her 
supportive husband waits at their meeting 
spot and when she doesn’t arrive after sev-
eral hours, he noti�es the Forest Service. 

As Valerie’s meager supply of food dwin-
dles down to nothing, she �nds comfort in 
writing letters to her mother. �e author 
uses this convention to let Valerie convey her feelings as she faces 
her challenges in the wild.

But why did Valerie go o� the trail in the �rst place? Why 
would she leave the trail so abruptly without indicators to �nd 
her way back? A large part of the novel describes why and how 
she left the trail and the herculean measures that are taken to �nd 
her. Is she found? Does she survive as the days go by on the trail?

�e main game warden assigned to the ground search for Val-
erie is seasoned veteran Lt. Beverly Miller, Gaige’s second well-de-
veloped female character. Women in this profession are rare but 
Beverly has a sterling reputation for being able to �nd lost camp-
ers within a day or so. When she and her immediate sta� are not 
able to �nd Valerie within 36 hours, Beverly brings in hundreds 

of volunteers to scour the woods for clues. But as the 
days go by with no leads, she questions her skills.

Last there is Lena, a spunky, adventuresome 
76-year-old semi-invalid birdwatcher in a Connecti-
cut nursing home. She knows the characteristics of 
sparrows, the bird that is Valerie’s trail name. �ey 
are small but very strong and tenacious. Sensing that 
the missing woman also has these traits, Lena is con-
vinced that she is still alive, even as the days advance. 
Valerie reminds Lena of her own daughter, from 
whom she is estranged. Lena initially worries that 
the missing hiker could be her daughter, who also 
hikes. Using her internet sleuthing skills, she tracks 
her daughter but can’t stop thinking about Sparrow. 

Lena becomes obsessed with �nding her 
through using her computer. A tenacious 
woman herself, she becomes an essential 
character in the plot.

 A large part of the novel describes Val-
erie’s e�orts to keep hope alive as the days 
pass and she isn’t found. One criticism of 
Heartwood is that it bogs down and is con-
fusing about how Valerie moves from one 
area to another in her duress. Without giv-
ing anything away, it’s hard to believe that 
one of the signi�cant characters can have 
made his way to the trail.

�is is a story about love and loss, the 
endurance to survive both physically and 
emotionally, and the ways in which people 

come to terms with their own weaknesses and relationships and 
uncertainty. Heartwood is much more than a story about a wom-
an lost and searched for in the wild forests of Maine. It is a book 
about the relationships of each female character with her respective 
mother or daughter.

Heartwood is a well-plotted and thought-provoking story about 
man against nature. Or in this case, woman against nature.

“Heartwood” by Amity Gaige
Published April 1, 2025, 320 pages

W
by

MARGARET
BASINGER

S
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THROUGH THE LENS by Andy Mooney

The beaver moon on Nov. 5, so named 
because beavers are busy in November 

preparing for winter. It was the brightest 
full supermoon of the year, as the moon 

was at its point closest to Earth, so it 
appeared larger and brighter in the sky. 

To submit a photo for Through the Lens, 
send a high-resolution photo to andy.
mooney@ salisburythemagazine.com.

Vertical orientation is required.
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Start your subscription today!
Call 704-797-4213 or go to

www.SalisburyTheMagazine.com

9 issues for only $18. Gift subscriptions also available.
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R O W A N  O R I G I N A L

SUPER SPORT
Bud Mickle has promoted recreational activities in Rowan 

S TO RY :  M AG G I E  B L ACK W E LL    |    PH OTO G R A PH Y :  SE A N M E Y E R S
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ud Mickle, a student at N.C. 
State University, met Betty, a 
student at Meredith College, and 
says today that it was love at �rst 
sight.

“I knew I was in love. She was 
someone so special. I was stunned. Nobody else 
had me on the moon like her. I was so lucky.”

Bud has always loved sports from his  days 
of sandlot games  with Eaman Park and Ful-
ton Heights neighbors to Boyden High School 
where he lettered in four sports, to American Le-
gion baseball, and to varsity golf at N.C. State. 
In addition to enjoying sports  for  fun and �t-
ness, Bud strongly believes that organized sports 
teach  important  life skills like  teamwork, fair-
ness, perseverance and respect for rules. 

When he returned to Salisbury to work with 
his father at Mickle Tire Company, it seemed 
natural for  him to chair  the Salisbury Recre-
ation Advisory  Committee. When sons Brad 
and Bill showed interest in sports, Bud began 

to help coach their Gray Y, Church League and 
Little League teams. As his sons moved on to 
play school sports, Bud continued to work with 
Rowan  Little League, running the concession 
stand and serving as Chairman of Trustees  for 
several years. He was involved in the develop-
ment the Little League �elds at  the new Salis-
bury Community Park and Athletic Complex.  

Bud has worked with other community orga-
nizations, as well. He has served as president of 
Salisbury Kiwanis Club, chairman of SOAR of 
the Lutheran Services for the Aging, President 
of the Country Club of Salisbury, President of 
the Salisbury YMCA, and member of the cap-
ital campaign for the J.F. Hurley Y. 

He was on the Home Federal  Savings  and 
Loan Board  as it transitioned to  Omnibank. 
He was on the Rowan Regional Medical Cen-
ter Foundation when the hospital merged with 
Novant. He served on the Historic Salisbury 
Foundation Board for many years  and while 
president he helped revive the revolving fund 

to save historic properties. 
Golf has remained an important part of his 

adult  life. He continued to play competitive 
golf, winning the Country Club of Salisbury 
Men’s Golf Championship and the Labor Day 
Four Ball Tournament four times each, and the 
Senior Division of the Labor Day Four Ball 
Tournament  in 1998 and 2002. He played 
amateur golf in Carolinas Golf  Association 
tournaments and served for 13  years on the 
N.C. Golf Panel which rates new and renovat-
ed golf courses. He helped coach a Knox Mid-
dle School Golf Team, and he volunteered for 8 
years for First Tee, an organization devoted to 
introducing young people to golf. He has en-
joyed playing golf with his sons and grandchil-
dren. 

At age  85, he still plays a few holes of golf 
weekly, walks daily, works out at the J.F. Hur-
ley Y, and volunteers for Meals on Wheels, Lee 
Street �eater, and Historic Salisbury Founda-
tion. 

B
Bud Mickle drives 
down the fairway.

S

Winter 2026 STM.indd   11 12/15/25   8:50 AM



12      SALISBURY THE MAGAZINE

SOMETHING
f r om

NOTHING
Don Tesh is a master at craftsmanship, efficiency

S TO RY :  M AG G I E  B L ACK W E LL    |    PH OTO G R A PH Y :  SE A N M E Y E R S

Don Tesh holds a knife 
he made.
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hey sent me everywhere from Canada to Mex-
ico,” Don Tesh says, “just to show ‘em how to 
do what I �gured out.”

Tesh, 93, has spent his life making some-
thing out of nothing. He built his home with 
his own hands. He works on his own car. His 

home is �lled with inventions of his own making. 
He was a young man in 1957, working all day at Salisbury Met-

al Products on U.S. 29 as a machinist. After work every day, he 
built his home. He and his wife were living the �rst �oor of her 
parents’ home and he was highly motivated to have a home of his 
own. 

His �rst job at SMP was to grind a small tip o� a machine 
part after it came o� the line. He had to put it in a vice and �le it 
down. After only a few days on the job, Tesh went to the machine 
shop and had them build a small template with a hole in it. �is 
allowed him to �le the tips in about half the time. 

“�at’s where I got started,” he chuckles.
SMP had, for years, discarded waste metal after fabricating ma-

chines. Tesh talked them into reusing it, saving them quite a bit of 
money over the years. When it was time to produce new versions 
of machines, Tesh told them, no, let’s remanufacture the old ones 
and modify them to work di�erently. 

“T

A brass clock Don created in the wall in the living room.

Various brass tools that 
Tesh created. 
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805 Klumac Rd.,
Salisbury, NC 28144
704-239-7647

www.rowanpools.com

Family Owned and Operated
Awarded the 2022 and 2023 Leisure Pool Dealer of 
Excellence, the team is composed of Ken, his wife, 

and sons, and strong support from experienced pool 
builders, customer service and retail sta�.

Osterhus Outdoors Warehouse is a one-stop shop for 
pool supplies and Ledge Lounger In-Pool  

and Patio furniture.

With 17 years of experience, a strong construction 
crew, and a support team we build quality pools 

using all expert line Hayward Equipment!

Reimagine your backyard!

Our community is centered around the values of thankfulness and meaningful relationships. 
Nestled within the beauty of Salisbury, we offer more than just a place to live. We provide 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere where neighbors become life-long friends. Whether 

you’re strolling through our 50-acre campus or enjoying the small-town charm of Salisbury,
you’ll be surrounded by opportunities to connect and build relationships. Experience the 

power of thankfulness in fostering genuine connections at Trinity Oaks.

Learn more about our Independent Living residences, with access to 
Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and Memory Care when you scan the

QR code, call 704-603-9202, or visit TrinityOaks.net.

Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Simply Thankful
Discover the Joy of Community at Trinity Oaks

Enjoy friendly social settings and design your own 
lifestyle with all of the options provided here at Trinity 
Oaks. Between our community �tness center, indoor 
pool, The Oaks dining room, outdoor patios and the 
many nearby attractions of historic Salisbury, there 
is truly never a dull moment. We offer a carefree 

retirement lifestyle that caters to you. The moment 
you walk in, you will be captivated by the warmth and 

friendliness that characterize this vibrant, 
full-service retirement living community.

Learn more about our  
Independent Living residences, with access to 

Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and  
Memory Care when you scan the
QR code, call 704-603-9202, or  

visit TrinityOaks.net.

Our community is centered around the values of thankfulness and meaningful relationships. 
Nestled within the beauty of Salisbury, we offer more than just a place to live. We provide 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere where neighbors become life-long friends. Whether 

you’re strolling through our 50-acre campus or enjoying the small-town charm of Salisbury,
you’ll be surrounded by opportunities to connect and build relationships. Experience the 

power of thankfulness in fostering genuine connections at Trinity Oaks.

Learn more about our Independent Living residences, with access to 
Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and Memory Care when you scan the

QR code, call 704-603-9202, or visit TrinityOaks.net.

Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Simply Thankful
Discover the Joy of Community at Trinity Oaks

Our community is centered around the values of thankfulness and meaningful relationships. 
Nestled within the beauty of Salisbury, we offer more than just a place to live. We provide 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere where neighbors become life-long friends. Whether 

you’re strolling through our 50-acre campus or enjoying the small-town charm of Salisbury,
you’ll be surrounded by opportunities to connect and build relationships. Experience the 

power of thankfulness in fostering genuine connections at Trinity Oaks.

Learn more about our Independent Living residences, with access to 
Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and Memory Care when you scan the

QR code, call 704-603-9202, or visit TrinityOaks.net.

Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Simply Thankful
Discover the Joy of Community at Trinity Oaks

Our community is centered around the values of thankfulness and meaningful relationships. 
Nestled within the beauty of Salisbury, we offer more than just a place to live. We provide 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere where neighbors become life-long friends. Whether 

you’re strolling through our 50-acre campus or enjoying the small-town charm of Salisbury,
you’ll be surrounded by opportunities to connect and build relationships. Experience the 

power of thankfulness in fostering genuine connections at Trinity Oaks.

Learn more about our Independent Living residences, with access to 
Assisted Living, Health & Rehab, and Memory Care when you scan the

QR code, call 704-603-9202, or visit TrinityOaks.net.

Trinity Oaks is an affiliate of Lutheran Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

Simply Thankful
Discover the Joy of Community at Trinity Oaks

Trinity Oaks is an af�liate of Lutheran 
Services Carolinas in Salisbury, NC.

SMALL TOWN, BIG CHARM
Simplify Your Life. 

Enhance Your Lifestyle
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Celebrate!
Let’sMerriestWishes

We hope your Christmas
season is decorated with
every happiness. 

Tree-mendous thanks to
everyone who has made
our year so special!
We appreciate each
and every one of you.

704-239-3835 / 704-754-3301
MelissaYates4u@gmail.com 
RichardYates4u@gmail.com
www.MelissaYatesRealtor.com

123 N Ellis Street 
Suite 208 
Salisbury NC 28144

We hope your 2026
is filled with every happiness. 

Thank you to everyone
who has made our year so special!

We appreciate each and
every one of you.

Simply Timeless…

Come see 

Carol!

Wedding Bands • Engagement Rings • Custom Jewelry

• Free jewelry cleaning
• Excellent repair service
• Speedbrite jewelry cleaners
• Free gift wrap with purchase
• All major credit cards accepted
• Easy parking at Ketner Center

Your trusted local specialists
in wedding jewelry, custom
designs and engraving since 1984

1810 W Innes St, Salisbury
704.633.7115

www.windsorgalleryjewelers.com

“I was always looking for ways to make the 
projects to go faster or simpler or cheaper,” he 
says. 

His bosses must have talked about him at 
conferences because it wasn’t long before com-
panies around the continent started calling for 
him to come show them how to save. 

“�ere was a guy in a closet with a device 
with a spindle. He’d put a three-inch ball bear-
ing on the spindle and if he felt an irregularity, 
he threw it away in a 55-gallon barrel. 

“I made a machine that cleaned the bearing 
and it met the guidelines. We salvaged so many 
ball bearings! �e engineers would come and 
ask, ‘What did you do?’”

Tesh grew up in Lexington with seven sib-
lings. His father worked in a restaurant. Tesh 
graduated from Lexington High School and 
started to work. Yet college-educated engineers 
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2025

Voted Best
Seafood 8 times!
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Teresa Rufty 
Owner, Broker In Charge

704.433.2582

107 North Main Faith St.
Salisbury, NC 28146

www.tmrrealtyinc.com

Teresa Rufty 
Owner, Broker In Charge

704.433.2582
107 North Main Faith St. 

Salisbury, NC 28146
www.tmrrealtyinc.com

TERESA RUFTY
teresa@tmrrealtyinc.com

Home in 
Faith!! 
We May Have Moved 

  ,sevaeL eht ek ilnU tub
We Haven’t Changed!

!ecivreS taerG emaS – noitacoL weN
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From Our Home to Yours,
We wish you a Blessed New Year
& Look forward to helping you

make a move in 2026!

2025

Voted the No. 1 Real Estate
Company for 4th Straight Year!

MICHELLE KULD

JASON SHRADER

TARA SETZER

DAVIS BROWN

JANET EDWARDS

AUBREY FOY STEPHEN BOAZ

JILL DICKSONSHELLIE STUBBS

KACI GULLEDGE

teresa@tmrrealtyinc.com
TERESA RUFTY

MICHELLE KULD

JASON SHRADER

TARA SETZER

DAVIS BROWN

JANET EDWARDS

AUBREY FOY STEPHEN BOAZ

JILL DICKSONSHELLIE STUBBS

KACI GULLEDGE

Areas of Practice:
Estate and Trust Planning

& Administration
Family Law
Real Estate

Business Law
Mediation

118 E. COUNCIL ST., STE. 3, SALISBURY, N.C. 28144
P: 704-633-8857  |  F: 704-636-2284  |  CarterLawGroupNC.com

Andrea Anders, Jennifer Flynn, Andy Porter and Jeremy Carter, 
the attorneys of Carter Law Group, P.A., strive to provide 

solid solutions for our clients’ legal needs.

Experience | Ability | Integrity | Dedication

Don holds a fake brass 
bullet he made.
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AS WE RING OUT THE OLD 
YEAR AND RING IN THE NEW,

WE WOULD LIKE TO 
WISH THE BEST TO EACH 
AND EVERY ONE OF YOU.

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOU,
AND LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP.

474 Jake Alexander Blvd.,
West Salisbury, NC

704-637-7721

CATHY  
GRIFFIN
REALTOR  
704-213-2464
c21cathy@bellsouth.net

ASHLEE M. 
FLIPPIN
REALTOR  
704-267-3371
c21ashlee@gmail.com

JOSEPH
RUSHER
REALTOR
704-762-0701
jcrusher12@gmail.com

Cathy is #1 in the state & #5 in the nation 
among Century 21 agents. Born and raised 
in Rowan County.

Ashlee was born and raised in Rowan 
County and is a Catawba College  
graduate.

Born and raised in Salisbury, Joseph is a 
graduate of NC State University.

20262026
HAPPY

New Year
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asked him to travel and share his 
common-sense ideas. 

He and his wife raised four chil-
dren in the home he built. �e 
living room has a clock built into 
the wall so that all that’s visible 
are dots for the numerals and the 
hands. �e steppingstones out-
side were hand made. One room 
in the house displays the many 
brass items he built by hand: two 
non-working guns, a tiny cannon 
with a pile of cannonballs at the 
ready, a shotgun, gavel, screw-
driver, kaleidoscope, a bullet, ham-
mer, valve and a solid brass ring.

He says he built whatever came 
to his mind. He started small with 
easy things and worked his way 
up from there. �e likenesses are 
amazing. �e guns are, of course, 
non-functional but gee! they look 
like the real thing. �e head of the 
hammer unscrews to reveal a secret 
compartment in the handle. 

“I’ve got brass out the hmmm.” 
He throws back his head for a good 
laugh.

Tesh is active, vital and lively. 
He has close relationships with his 
adult children and neighbors. He 
takes time to exercise every day, 
stretching and moving his arms 
and legs, calling it his “calisthen-
ics.” He is slender and moves about 
with ease. 

When asked if he thinks his in-
genuity came from being a child 
of the Depression and learning 
to make do, he simply shrugs his 
shoulders. “It’s still with me today. 
I think on things… and not all of 
them work well.” He smiles and 
walks away. S
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Clockwise from top: Tesh points to a non-functioning pistol he made from brass; Tesh is a huge Dale Earnhardt fan; a cannon Tesh made rests on a table.
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DOOR t o DOOR
A closer look at some of Salisbury’s interesting entryways

PH OTO G R A PH Y BY  AU G US T  U R B I N A

The Bell Tower
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Rowan County Administration Building
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Catawba College Library
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Rowan County Courthouse
North Main Street
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Salisbury Station Depot
Depot Street
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Gnome Home
South Fulton Street
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Moores Chapel AME Zion Church
Partee Street
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
East Innes Street
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
East Council Street
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Turn of the Century Bed & Breakfast
South Fulton Street
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100 YEARS
a nd  c ou nt i n g
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S TO RY :  M AG G I E  B L ACK W E LL    |    SU B M I T TE D PH OTOS

Maupin Avenue Presbyterian 
Church keeps putting the love

of Christ into action
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here’s a small church standing on the corner of the Fulton 
Heights Neighborhood. It may be diminutive but it’s classi-
cal in style. �e yard is always pristine. �e wooden doors 
are carefully stained and oiled to withstand the southern sun. 
It truly evokes memories of illustrations from Dick and Jane 
books. 

�e church began in 1923, when Mrs. JP Cathey and others began to 
meet each Sunday for services. First meeting in private homes, they eventu-
ally moved their services to what was then called the “Community Build-
ing,” then the Victory �eater, and �nally to the YMCA hut on South 
Fulton where they heard sermons from local Associate Reformed Ministers 
from the Charlotte and Statesville areas. 

Mrs. Cathey’s great longing for a new church in Salisbury cannot be 
overstated. �ought of as the mother of the church, she greatly aided in 
�nancing the construction of the �rst framed church building, then in 
1939 the present church, and in 1940 the building of the church manse. 
On May 21, 1983, the Cathey Hanford family came to the church with 
then Secretary of Transportation, Elizabeth “Liddy” Dole presiding over 
the dedication of the opening of the new center serving older adults with 
over 200 people in attendance. �e Cathey Hanford family deeded the 
property next door to the church, 1322 South Fulton, to be used as the 
Cathey Hanford House Adult Day Care Center. �e church has for 42 

T
Pastor Randy and Cathy Foster were given “bobble heads” in their likenesses by the children’s ministry on Pastor Appreciation Sunday. 
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Let us help YOU chart YOUR path 
to a worry-free retirement.

1410 NORTH MAIN STREET  
SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 28144 

704-630-0899

BOSTIAN RETIREMENT PLANNING CAN MEET  
ALL OF YOUR RETIREMENT NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF.

OUR COMPANY HAS PROUDLY BEEN SERVING CLIENTS FOR OVER 49 YEARS AND 
WE ARE HAPPY TO ASSIST YOU WITH OVER 21 AREAS OF RETIREMENT PLANNING.

• ESTATE PLANNING • TAX PLANNING • INCOME PLANNING
• SOCIAL SECURITY MAXIMIZATION • IRA AND 401(K) ROLLOVERS

2025

A drawing of the 
church back in the 
’70s by a member’s 
deceased son. It has 
prominently been 
displayed in the 

church bulletin for 
many years.  
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years allowed this property free of charge, to serve Salisbury as 
the Services for Older Adults of Rowan (SOAR), the Luther-
an Adult Care Center, and currently Rowan Youth Services 
Bureau. �is all began with the heart of a wise and faithful 
woman, Mrs. JP Cathey, known to many as “Mom” Cathey 
Hanford, the desire to not rest until a church was standing in 
the growing suburb of Fulton Heights Neighborhood, the last 
stop for the trolley. 

�e total cost to build the church was $25,000 in 1939. 
�at equals about $583,000 in today’s money. �e little 
church built the brick building with no debt. Moreover, the 
church, over its 100 years, has never incurred a debt. �ere 
were 21 charter members. By 1930, they had 77 members. 

Mrs. Cathey, shovel in hand, broke ground for the new 
church in 1939. �e cornerstone was laid in 1940 with a 
10-year-old boy placing a copper box inside. In the box were a 
current history of the church, records of the charter members, 
a list of pastors who had served and a photo of the small frame 
building that was their �rst place of worship. 

 Maupin Avenue’s current pastor is Randy Foster, who has 
served there for 23 years. He says, “�rough God’s Providence 
and the perseverance and unwavering commitment of a core 
group of charter members, our church’s beginnings grew from 
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Students In Training is a non pro�t program for
learners of any age with technology interest.

(704) 630-7676 | www.sitorg.org
1600 Brenner Ave. Salisbury

COMPUTER
TRAINING

FOR
STUDENTS &

ADULTS

AFFORDABLE
COMPUTER
REPAIR & IT
SERVICES

E-WASTE
RECYCLING &
REFURBISHED
COMPUTERS

For all of  
your auction needs!

NEW warehouse location!
1560 Julian Road, Salisbury

Auctioneer:  
Greg Wagoner, NCAL3779

704.231.4101 • gsw4101@aol.com
Find Us On Facebook: Greg Wagoner Auctioneer

Serving Rowan & 
surrounding counties 

SINCE 1969

1005 S. Main St., China Grove, NC 28023 • 704-857-1186

New Installs • Repairs • Free
Estimates • Financing

Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm | Closed Sundays
2281 Statesville Blvd., Salisbury

704-638-0082
godleysgardencenter.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Established in 2016
Design • Install • Maintain

Licensed Insured
704-433-5360 • allscaperockwell.llc@gmail.com

Call us for your TOTAL LAWN MAINTENANCE & more!

Storm Damage Specialist
Call NOW for your FREE quote!

704-754-2796

For Complete Home Remodeling,
Repair & Additions

www.jjsconstructioncompany.com
704-279-3452

www.sasloop.com
704-857-5684

Servicing the Community
for 25 years

Licensed & Insured
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Servicing the Community
for 25 years

one dear woman’s prayer and faithful stewardship into 100 years of 
Gospel ministry.”

It’s telling to step back and see what women’s roles were in 1926: 
�ey had just gotten the right to vote; they could not have bank ac-
counts in their names. Women could buy real property only with a 
male co-signer.

Mrs. Cathey’s determination stands out as singular in the environ-
ment of the times.  

 �e inside of the church is as immaculate as the outside. Stained 
glass windows cast a soft bluish light over the sanctuary. Pews are up-
holstered in complimentary blue. Many of the names on stained glass 
windows are of residents of the Fulton Heights neighborhood. �ere 
are about 100 names on the membership rolls. About 65 to 70 people 
attend worship on a given Sunday. A big Sunday sees 85 attendees.

Foster says, “Maupin Avenue Presbyterian Church has always mea-
sured success not merely by our numbers but through our faithful ser-
vice and desire to share Christ with the world and serve our fellow 
man. We have been an active neighborhood church and community 
partner: hosting a voting precinct; providing rent-free space for Rowan 

APPOINTMENTS
REQUIRED

704-857-BATH

CORNER OF 29 NORTH & OLD BEATTY FORD RD
CHINA GROVE, NC

WWW.LANDISPLUMBING.COM
showroomappointment@gmail.com

One of the pastors in Statesville that helped begin the work and dedicate 
the new church building, not a pastor of Maupin. 
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Youth Services Bureau and other local agencies; supporting Row-
an Helping Ministries, One Church One Child, Capstone, Good 
News Club, and the Fulton Heights Neighborhood Association. 
From Sunday services and Bible studies to community outreach 
programs, youth ministries, and mission opportunities, we seek to 
put our faith, the love of Christ into action.”

Foster’s energy and drive are well-matched with those of his wife 
Cathy. A retired �nance person, she is now at the building almost 
as much as he is. 

When the Fulton Heights Neighborhood Association under-
went a revival of sorts in 2004, Maupin Avenue Church was there 
to help. �e neighborhood board meets in the church’s manse. 
When it’s time for the annual neighborhood picnic, board mem-
bers help themselves to the church’s tables; they don’t have to ask 
anymore, and they know where they are kept. �e church sus-
tains a paid ad in the quarterly newsletter. At one time, the neigh-
borhood paid hundreds of dollars a year to have the newsletter 
printed. Today, Maupin Ave Church prints them and delivers 

them to the editor’s porch. Foster knows many personalities and 
responsibilities of the neighborhood residents. Several members of 
the church are generational members of both the church and the 
neighborhood. 

“People won’t remember your best sermon,” Foster says. “�ey’ll 
remember your being in the hospital, holding their hand. And 
if you’re there with them, the church rallies around them. Our 
church is one big family. You have to treat people like family.”

What keeps the small church going? Foster thinks for a moment. 
“If it’s not in the DNA of the church to reach out and bring people 
in, your church dies. We do that intentionally, with the mission 
of the gospel. If you lose that, you lose your reason for existence.”

Foster, 70, plans to retire in the not-too-distant future. “As sure 
as we were called here to work,” he says, “we are sure the Lord will 
send the right person to come after us. �e Scripture says, ‘What 
He has begun, He completes.’

“We have been here for a season and it’s been the joy of our life. 
It’s taken both of us and these are really special people.” S

Your Locally Owned 
Lumber, Building Material 

& Hardware Store

3301 Salisbury Highway, Statesville, NC 28677
www.lilshavers.com • 704-872-3148

Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday, 7:30 am - 3:00 pm • Sunday Closed

Full lines of lumber • plywood • OSB 
plumbing • electrical • �ooring • drywall  
insulation • hardware• fasteners • tools  

 lawn & garden• and much more. 

GENERAL GYNECOLOGY
BIOIDENTICAL HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY

BOTOX • JUVEDERM • LATISSE • ZO SKIN HEALTH
KYBELLA • CHEMICAL PEELS • MONALISA TOUCH 

WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAMS

Winter 2026 STM.indd   40 12/15/25   8:50 AM



WINTER 2026     4 1

In Honor of JD Gibbs
in conjunction with Strayer University, 
Game Plan for Life & Joe Gibbs Racing

Together We Care.

They have received a four 
year full ride to Strayer 

University as participants 
in our school progams.
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Questions – Contact Nanette Dillon 313-610-7705 
Program Organizer Rowan/Kannapolis ABC Board
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Dependable. Sincere. Stubbornly loyal. However you want to describe us, our mission as your independent Trane Comfort Specialist™ dealer is simple: 
Deliver reliable year-round comfort you and your family can count on. And because we’re stand up guys, you have our attention and support before, 
during and after every service or installation job. For a positive customer experience that’s as unstoppable as a Trane system, call us anytime. 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED COMING AND GOING.

WE STAND BEHIND EVERY TRANE.
HIGHLY TRAINED 

EXPERTS IN 

CUSTOMER 

SATISFACTION.

© 2017 Trane.   All rights reserved.

Contact us right away, your local Trane Comfort Specialists™

with the reputation for reliability.

(704) 633-8095 
www.stoutheatingandair.com 

704-633-8095
www.trane.com

Contact us right away, your local Trane Comfort Specialists™
with the reputation for reliability.

© 2017 Trane.   All rights reserved.
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L O C A L  C O L O R S

“ S A LI S B U RY
EV EN I N G ” 

By Barrie Kirby   
— Acrylic — 

Artwork for Local Colors may be submitted to
andy.mooney@salisburythemagazine.com.

Vertical orientation is required.
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“Done Right The First Time”

• Well Drilling and Installation
• City and County Irrigation Wells

• Well Inspections
• Clean and Disinfect Wells
• Well Maintenance Plans

• Water Quality Testing

Trusted for  
Over 30 Years!!

Licensed and Insured to Service 
All of Your Water Needs!

4840 Sherrills Ford Rd

704-636-7879
www.rowanwelldrillingnc.com
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fmbnc.com

KEEPING THE HOLIDAY 
SPIRIT ROLLING

Member FDIC

Here’s to the moments that bring joy as 
we wrap up the season and welcome the 
new year—from all of us at F&M Bank.

Winter 2026 STM.indd   44 12/15/25   8:50 AM


	OFC_Winter_STM
	IFC_Winter_STM
	3_Winter_STM
	4_Winter_STM
	5_Winter_STM
	6_Winter_STM
	7_Winter_STM
	8_Winter_STM
	9_Winter_STM
	10_Winter_STM
	11_Winter_STM
	12_Winter_STM
	13_Winter_STM
	14_Winter_STM
	15_Winter_STM
	16_Winter_STM
	17_Winter_STM
	18_Winter_STM
	19_Winter_STM
	20_Winter_STM
	21_Winter_STM
	22_Winter_STM
	23_Winter_STM
	24_Winter_STM
	25_Winter_STM
	26_Winter_STM
	27_Winter_STM
	28_Winter_STM
	29_Winter_STM
	30_Winter_STM
	31_Winter_STM
	32_Winter_STM
	33_Winter_STM
	34_Winter_STM
	35_Winter_STM
	36_Winter_STM
	37_Winter_STM
	38_Winter_STM
	39_Winter_STM
	40_Winter_STM
	41_Winter_STM
	42_Winter_STM
	IBC_Winter_STM
	OBC_Winter_STM



