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october 2017 ‘ EDITOR’S LETTER

Making the (suit)case
for tamily business

very now and then you

might see me with a cam-

era around my neck. If you

do, run, because my pic-

ture-taking abilities are sus-

pect. Over time, however, I
have approved myself for taking some
of the “Scene” photos you see toward
the back of each issue of Salisbury the
Magazine.

As I explain to people before the
camera flashes, these pictures are pretty
harmless. They generally show people
smiling and having a good time at some
event in Rowan County. As long as the
lighting is pretty good, I usually can pull
off these assignments.

I was taking Scene pictures at a History
on Tap event one night when I couldn’t help
but strike up conversations with members
of the Antosek family. This particular His-
tory on Tap was being held on East Council
Street at Grievous Gallery, located in part of
the building that once housed the Antosek
& Sons luggage plant.

With the help of Claire Brinkley and Mi-
chele Antosek, I made plans to have lunch at
College Barbecue the next day with Michele,
Pete, Ed and Margie Antosek, four of the 12
Antosek cousins representing the offspring
of either Louis or Joseph Antosek Sr.

The Antoseks shared their stories about
working in the luggage shop for Louis and
Joseph — the kind of experience most kids
don’t have these days. I learned how Antos-
ek luggage had its roots in Hungary before
family members immigrated to Philadel-
phia, and how union strikes there eventually
persuaded the Antosek brothers to relocate
to the South.

In 1957, the two Antosek families settled
in Salisbury and started making luggage
here. They had a great run undil liquidating

the business in 1973. The Antoseks were

good sports to put up with my questions,

supply me with additional information and
even gather together pieces of Antosek lug-
gage they still had in their closets.

You'll find a story about the Antoseks in
this issue, and it seems only fitting that one
of our stories about OctoberTour houses
touches on the Hambley-Wallace mansion
on South Fulton Street. The late Leo Wal-
lace Jr. lived the longest period of time in
this Salisbury version of Biltmore, and it was
Wallace who also lured the Antoseks to town
back in 1957.

As you'll see, photographer Jon Lakey has
captured some beautiful exterior shots of
the Hambley-Wallace estate. Just two doors
down from there, Lakey and writer Elizabeth
Cook introduce us to Harrison and Mar-
tha Smith, owners of the Dr. EB. Spencer
House. You'll be impressed with their 1924
residence and Harrison’s penchant for col-
lecting old radios, among other things.

When you think of October, you think
of Halloween. Maybe to do things right
for trick-or-treating, you head to Eastern
Costume Co., owned by Piedmont Players.

Deirdre Parker Smith reveals that
Eastern Costume Co. plays a much
bigger role as a resource for theater
companies and schools up and down
the East Coast.

Frequent contributor Susan Shinn
Turner offers up two widely contrast-
ing stories. One takes us to China
Grove, where Stag & Doe has been
serving up delicious pizza, lasagna,
steak and seafood since 1953. The
restaurant has an incredibly loyal fol-
lowing and rightly so.

In her other piece, Turner describes
the compassion and support Rowan
Hospice offers to the terminally ill
and their families when they most
need it. November will be National Hospice
and Palliative Care Month.

October means World Series time for Ma-
jor League Baseball, and sportswriter David
Shaw visits with diehard New York Yankees
fan Jim Costantino, who has assembled an
impressive collection of Yankees memorabil-
ia.

Craig Kolkebeck, artistic director at Lee
Street theatre, is this month’s Rowan Orig-
inal as Lee Street goes full bore into a new
season. Mary James explains why Salisbury’s
the place for her, and look for a long list of
great reading recommendations in Bookish.

This marks the 20th issue of Salisbury the
Magazine. We might have a future, if you
could just pack my camera away in an old
suitcase — preferably one made by Antosek

& Sons. [S]
ﬁ//‘/“‘f—%

Mark Wineka,
Editor, Salisbury the Magazine
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PARK JUBILEE

Be an original.
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6800 Bringle Ferry Road | Salisbury, NC 28146 | 704-216-7803

FREE ADMISSION ¢ FREE PARKING
Handicapped parking & rides available ¢ Shuttle pick-up located in front parking lot

PLEASE NO PETS e No bikes, rollerblades, skates or skateboards
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ON OUR STAGE
t Saturday, October 7
11:30 - 12:00 Mailvis
12:00-2:00 Outshyne (Country & Top 40)
2:00-2:45 Mailvis
3:00-5:00 Too Much Sylvia (Beach & Top 40)

Sunday, October 8
r 10:30-11:30 Praise Grass Band gerry W00d '

11:30-12:00 Mailvis AUTO GROUP uo

12:00-2:00 Common Ground (Top 40)

2:00-2:45 Mailvis , /\7,{ /ﬂ\[ {
3:00-5:00 Darrell Harwood (Country) VACKTION A JTVILLAGE
KIDS ZONE B AT H
Magician ¢ Pumpkin Painting ¢ Face Painting ¢ Interactive Theater of Jef ®
Knightly Order of the Fiat Lux ¢ Rock Wall & Bungee Jump F I T T E R
Soap Bubble Circus e 3-Story Inflatable Slide ¢ Moon Bounce ¢ Sand Man RIEMTDELING
VENDORS B NOVANT

Over 150 craft vendors located behind the carousel and playground,
and in the food area

B HEALTH

Check out our Heritage Village located at the Gem Mine!




by deirdre parker smith ‘ BOOKISH

Readers, time to fatten up
on a great butitet

ow much do we
love fall¥ Read-
ers will over-
indulge in this

smorgasbord of new books.

This is the one 'm most looking forward
to: Wiley Cash’s “The Last Ballad,” about the
1929 labor union riots at the old Loray Mill in
Gastonia, Cash’s home town.

Cash uses millworker Ella May to tell the
story to her daughter Lilly 75 years later, il-
luminating the now forgotten struggle of the
labor movement in early 20th century Ameri-
ca and paying homage to the
men and women who risked
their lives for basic rights.

Cash is the author of
“A Land More Kind Than
Home,” a chilling tale of re-
ligious fervor gone horribly
wrong, and “This Dark Road
to Mercy,” about children
lost, found and then saved
from desperate lives.

For non-fiction readers,
Ron Chernow’s “Grant” digs
deep into Ulysses S. Grants
complex character and his
battle with alcoholism. Cher-
now is the author of “Hamilton,” which in-
spired the award-winning Broadway musical.
Grant sought freedom and justice for black
Americans, working to crush the Ku Klux
Klan and earning the admiration of Frederick
Douglass, who called him “the vigilant, firm,
impartial, and wise protector of my race.”

Ta-Nehisi Coates, who won the National
Book Award for “Between the World and Me,”
examines politics, activism and the culture that

defined the Obama era in an essay collection,
“We Were Eight Years in Power: An American
Tragedy.”

Jennifer Egan’s long-awaited new novel,
“Manhattan Beach,” is a father-daughter love
story told in rich historical detail, seven years
after “A Visit From the Goon Squad.”

From other notable names:

* T.C. Boyle’s “The Relive Box and Other
Stories.” Here, Boyle focuses his unerring eye
on humanity’s relationship with nature, and
the unintended consequences of our efforts to
control it.

* “Fresh Complaint” by Jeffrey Eugenides,
where well-off, well-intentioned people find
their just-so lives upended, often in curious
ways, in the author’s first collection of short
stories.

¢ Alice Hoffman presents
“The Rules of Magic,” a pre-
quel to “Practical Magic.”

e Are you a mystery ma-
ven? From Carolyn Hart
comes “Ghost on the Case,”
while Dan Brown continues
his Robert Langdon series
with “Origin.”

* Look for Mark Helprin’s
“Paris in the Present Tense,”
where 74-year-old Jules La-
cour, veteran of the war in
Algeria, and child of the Ho-
locaust, must find a balance
between his strong obligations to the past and
the attractions and beauties of life and love in
the present. The prose has intoxicating beauty.

* New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast has a
new graphic novel, “Going into Town: A Love
Letter to New York.”

* Armistead Maupin will publish “Logical
Family: A Memoir.”

* Louise Erdrich is back with a dystopian
tale, “Future of the Living God.”

v

GRANT

RON CHERNOW

* Perennial favorite Ken Follett has writ-
ten “A Column of Fire,” continuing the hefty
Kingsbridge saga historical novelist Follett
began with “Pillars of the Earth” (1989) and
“World Without End” (2007).

Meanwhile, Algonquin Books of Chapel
Hill has a strong list of new books and accom-
plished authors.

Just out is “Savage Country: A Novel,” by
Robert Olmstead. It’s the story of a widow
bankrupted by her husband’s folly who em-
barks on a buffalo hunt with her estranged
brother-in-law. Every terror of the Wild West
savages the group in this historically accurate
account of the hunt. A must read for any-
one who is a fan of Larry McMurtry and/or
Philipp Meyer.

The folks at Algonquin are particularly ex-
cited about “The Floating World,” by C. Mor-
gan Babst, a story about a Creole family from
the earliest days of New Orleans as they try to
reassemble their lives after Hurricane Katrina.
Babst is a New Orleans native who studied at
Yale. Her family evacuated one day before Ka-
trina hit. [S]
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Small crescent shafts
of light filter through
the leaves onto a white
building during the
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Cathy Grighin

| was born and raised in Salisbury and
have been in the real estate business
for over 26 years! | love what | do be-
cause | get to meet new people and
make lifelong friends through Century
21 Towne & Country.

I'm proud to say that I'm the #1 Realtor
in North Carolina and #6 in the USA
among Century 21 agents.

| am committed to handling all aspects
of your sale or purchase with skill and
integrity for outstanding resuilts!

Call me! 704-213-2464
Email: cathy.griffin@century21.com
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474 Jake Alexander Blvd.,

Salisbury
- .. 704-637-7721

As a Salisbury native, | graduated from
Catawba College in May 2017 with an
Integrated Marketing and Communications
degree. While at Catawba | was an active
member in the American Marketing Associ-
ation, and Phi Beta Lamba Business Club.

| completed my internship with Cathy and
after graduation | jumped straight in to real
estate courses to get my license. I'm excit-
ed to be on Cathy’s team and look forward
to serving you!

Call me! 704-267-3371

Email: ashlee.mcnabb@century21.com

.
- |
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ROWAN ORIGINALS

® Kolkebeck looks to put
rama Lee Street on the map
nationally. / 5y MARK WINEKA

raig Kolkebeck has made a living
in the entertainment business for
32 years.

His latest roles as artistic direc-
tor for Lee Street theatre and as-
sistant professor of theater arts at

Catawba College have allowed Kolkebeck to be
close to the Salisbury families of father Ken and
brother Bruce.

Craig, 60, grew up in the small Long Island,
N.Y., town of Carle Place.

“Dad was a traveling salesman,” Kolkebeck says,
“and in the summers he would pack us up in the car
and take us across the U.S. and back (three times).
He later built a house in pieces in our garage from
plans from a Popular Mechanics magazine, trucked
it up to the Catskills and set it on 6 acres of land.”

The Kolkebeck kids spent many a summer and
winter day there, and Craig befriended a local boy
who lived on a retired farm.

“We would invent all kinds of games and char-
acters, and I think that’s where I got my imagina-
tion,” Kolkebeck says. “Dad would always manage
to find summer employment for us three boys. My
oldest brother went off one summer to work on a
ranch, Bruce went off to work on a farm.

“By the time I was of age, the farmer quit that
and started building houses so I learned carpentry
at the age of 14. It was there that I learned the value
of hard work.”

Kolkebeck ended up going to St. Lawrence Uni-

versity and the University of Texas, earning degrees

in music and theater arts before becoming both a

professional actor and director. His various pro-
ductions have taken him to Europe, Japan, Russia
and across the United States.

At Catawba College, Kolkebeck teaches begin-
ning acting for non-majors and acting for the cam-
era.

Salisbury the Magazine recently caught up with
this Rowan Original, who came to Salisbury in
2006:

— Photo by Jon C. Lakey
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Who or what led
you into acting and
directing?

Basically, I have been acting since I was 4
years old, however, leading a life in this busi-
ness was not what I set out to do. I really want-
ed to work in radio and did for a long time. All
along the way, I continued to act throughout
school, etc. I even worked for a short time with
the now defunct Triple O 97FM in Statesville.
Once the station became automated, I was out
of a job and so I headed back to New York.
Unable to land radio work, I wound up work-
ing for a company that made four-color scan-
ners. After about a year, a friend, professor and
mentor from undergrad called me out of the
blue and asked what I had been doing. When
I told him, he said, “Well, that’s a waste of tal-
ent. Come out to Texas, look at our master’s
program and if you like it, I'll get you a teach-
er’s assistantship and you can get your M.A.
in theatre arts. That’s what I did and I haven’t
stopped since.

What do you consider your
most memorable role as an
actor and your biggest
accomplishment as a director?

As an actor, playing “Teach” in David Ma-
mets “American Buffalo” sticks out among all
of them. I want to remount the production
here, but 'm not sure Salisbury’s quite ready
for this show. As a director, I have several that
really resonate. Mike Wiley’s “The Parchman
Hour” here at Lee Street, “Deadman’s Cell-
phone” at Catawba College and “The Crane
Wife” at Children’s Theatre of Charlotte.

Who are a couple of the
biggest talents you've
directed over the years?

By biggest talents I guess you are meaning of
Salisbury and surrounding area. Hands down,
that would be Bob Paolino. Not only have I
directed him, I've acted side-by-side with him
and he’s a dream. He’s everything that you
want in an actor — a hard worker, full of life,
responds quickly to direction, argues back if
he disagrees, is a strong ensemble player and is

just a lot of fun every day. The rest are women
who emotionally move me every time I work
with them. Gabby Stephenson, Karina Moran,
Rona-Lyn Dizon, Tameka Brown — these are
strong actors who continually blow me away
with their performances.

Describe the procedure Lee
Street theatre goes through

in developing a season of
productions. Is it a democratic
process, and how much input
do you have?

Ultimately, the final decision is mine, and
I'm fortunate that the board of directors en-
trusts me with this responsibility. However, 1
rely on submissions as well as my own research
to find plays that best fit the Lee Street mission
and will entertain as well as enlighten our au-

diences.

With Lee Street’s 10th season,
what productions are you
especially looking forward to?

I'm really looking forward to directing
“Running on Fire.” I have a former student
and friend, Daniel Brown, who is currently
working for the O’Neill Theatre Center in
Connecticut. Many don’t know that this is
THE theatre for workshopping and develop-
ing new work and to have a play selected for
development by the O’Neill is quite an hon-
or. I had called Daniel to see if it were possi-
ble to get some of the plays that the O’Neill
had done to us for possible consideration for
the upcoming season. “Running on Fire” was
hands down the best of the best of those sub-
missions.

Aurin Squire is an award-winning play-
wright, screenwriter and reporter currently
writing for the NBC television show “This is
Us.” My initial conversations with him regard-
ing his play are inspiring, and he will be a part
of the rehearsal process in the week before we
open. This will be the first fully realized pro-
duction of this play — meaning beyond script-
in-hand readings of it, complete with all the
elements of a finished production. If it gets
published, Lee Street will be at the front of the
publication as the first producer of the play.

Its a really big deal. Beyond that, I think its a
great work for Salisbury and has the potential
to put Lee Street on the map nationally.

You can wax poetic here if you
want, but what’s the beauty of a
live show in the kind of theater
space Lee Street provides?

Lee Street’s open floor plan allows for an
ever-changing way in which a production can
be done. Whether it be arena, proscenium,
thrust, transverse styles, the audience is inti-
mately close to the performance.

What are your favorite ways to
spend your free time outside of
teaching and the theater?

I deeply love my wife and dogs and working
on our latest project — fixing and restoring
our 117-year-old home — and my 93-year-old
father and his wife. Any time I get to spend
with them is quality time. Other than that —
hopping on my motorcycle and heading out
for a long drive over twisty roads with the wind
in my face.

What’s your pet peeve?
Narrow-mindedness, dishonesty and hatred.

What are two foods usually in
your fridge or pantry?

Seltzer water and lemonade (my cockeail of
choice) and ice cream in the freezer (my vice).

If you could go back and talk
to a young Craig Kolkebeck
today, what piece of advice
would you give him?

“Run — run as fast as you can!” No, serious-
ly, I think I would have had some serious con-
versations about things I know now as an adult
work-in-progress. I would have told myself to
be more focused in my direction career-wise,
spent some serious time in Manhattan and
gone to some better schools for my education
as an actor and director, stayed away from al-

cohol, and trusted myself. [S]
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Sandra Rogers and Olene
Morton enjoyed a meal
and the company. Olene
and her husband opened
the Stag & Doe in 1953.

Keeping it special

From lasagna to salmon, loyal customers find plenty to like at Stag & Doe.

Written by SUSAN SHINN TURNER |

HINA GROVE — The year was
1953. Dwight Eisenhower was
inaugurated as the 34th presi-
dent, and Queen Elizabeth as-
cended the throne in England.

The first polio vaccine was developed, and the first color television
was sold. And in China Grove, Stag & Doe opened.

Back then — as incredible as it seems now — the restaurant,

Phorography by JON C. LAKEY

located at 1770 U.S. 29, was the only place between Charlotte
and Greensboro where you could buy pizza. Lasagna became an
early menu favorite. But the menu has evolved over the years as
customers’ tastes have changed. Nowadays, you'll find owner Gary
Morton making fish tacos on a Friday night.

The specials board is just that, he says. “We try to keep it special
— something local, something fresh.”

Gary and his brother, Dana, have run Stag & Doe for the past
32 years. They took over from their parents, Olene Morton and
her late husband, Dan, who ran it for 32 years before that. Brother
Mark lives out of town and had to chuckle recently when he vis-

OCTOBER 2017

15



Above: Donny and Priscilla Weaver join Kinsley, Lisa and Ken Deal for a meal in the bar area of the Stag & Doe. Below left: Nancy and Jimmy Linn come to the Stag
& Doe once a week for a meal. The couple pose with a large salt water rod and reel in the corner of the restaurant as they wait for a table to open up. Center: Fish
tacos. Below right: Local sports memorabilia hang on the wall.




ited — the patrons at the bar were the exact
same ones who had been there the last time
he visited, and they were sitting in the exact
same spots.

Pizza is still on the menu, and the restaurant
is also known for its steaks, which Gary cuts
by hand. He says that seafood has really taken
over the last decade.

“We fly our salmon in from Canada,” he
notes. “It just produces a better fish.”

On a recent Saturday evening, the 10-ounce
salmon arrives at the table, seared on both sides
and cooked to perfection.

The menu also includes grilled shrimp, and
Alaskan halibut is among the seafood specials,
along with mahi mahi. All of the fish Stag &
Doe serves comes from Stone Seafood, just up
the hill. Gary owns the strip of land that con-
tains the seafood market, and he has a great
working relationship with its owner, Rock
Stone (no kidding, that’s really his name).

“If you eat fish at a high-end restaurant in
Charlotte,” Gary says, “it comes from Stone
Seafood.”

Gary says the secret to the lasagna is in the
sauce, which his dad developed after eating at
an Italian restaurant when Gary was 3 or 4.
‘The younger Morton ate about three plates of
spaghetti.

“Dad thought that might be something to
look into,” Gary says, grinning. “The sauce has
a licdle spice, a little heat to it.”

The restaurant continues to serve certified
Angus beef, he adds. “We've never cut down
on the quality of our beef.”

Baby back ribs are sourced locally from
Frank Corriher Beef and Sausage. Gary buys
fresh produce, including plantains, mangoes,
papaya and taco shells from Acapulco Grocery
on North Cannon Boulevard in Kannapolis.

“People are missing out if they’re not explor-
ing places like that,” Gary says.

The secret to a good menu, he explains,
is that “it’s got to be fresh. You cant let your
corporate food distributors set your menu for
you. We source as much locally as we can.
We always have. It's what your grandma and

FOOD

Above: Sharon
Kolbasowski, a
25-year employ-
ee, tends to her
customers in the
bar area of the
restaurant.

Right: Tisha Kelly
hands out grilled
chicken to Gary
Barnes through
the popular call in
window.

grandpa did — farm to table. It’s not a new
concept.”

The customers clearly embrace it. The
restaurant is open four nights a week, Wednes-
day-Saturday, 4-10 p.m., and Stag & Doe
nearly always has a line when the doors open
just before 4. If you're not there by 5:30 on the
weekends, you'll have to wait. But the wait is
pleasant enough, because so many of the cus-
tomers know one another.

“Customers, that’s the only answer to it,”

he says of the restaurant’s success. “For many

years, | tried to figure out why 90 percent of
new restaurants closed within a year. Why
is that statistic so hard and fast? The answer
became simple: They didnt have customers.
When you have a chain restaurant, you have
a built-in base. But if youre an independent,
you open without customers. It takes at least
three years to build that base.”

After 64 years, Stag & Doe has that foun-
dation. The restaurant’s customers, Gary says,
are evenly split between locals and those who
come from a 50-mile radius, including Wel-
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come, Mount Pleasant, Mooresville
and Albemarle.

Donny and Priscilla Weaver come
from their nearby business, Landis
Plumbing, four nights a week.

“We're just working 2 miles down
the road,” Priscilla says. “I get a sal-
ad and grilled chicken. We also like
their pizza. My husband likes their
salmon. We like everything they
have.”

Priscilla started coming in 1964,
and her husband grew up going
with his dad, so he’s been going 60
years, she says.

“We've both been in family busi-
nesses our whole lives,” she says.
“We like to support local businesses,
plus it’s good food.”

Mackie and Merley Basinger,
who live between China Grove and
Salisbury, have been going to Stag &
Doe for 25 years. Each Friday night,
they go with their friends Lee and Kay Powell.

“We go early so we can beat the crowd,”
Merley says. “We usually eat in the bar. We
love the fellowship and seeing the China Grove
people.”

Merley either orders spaghetti or lasagna,
while Mackie favors the shrimp.

Mackie taught Gary in school, Metley says,
“and he still calls him Mr. Basinger.”

Just as important to Gary are his co-work-
ers.

“We don’t have high turnover,” he says. “We
have co-workers who have been with us 30
and 40 years.”

Julie Deal and Tisha Kelly have long worked
the drive-through together, although Julie now
just fills in from time to time.

“We just love the people,” Julie says. She and
Tisha are also longtime co-workers at King Eye
Center in China Grove. “We just enjoy work-
ing together. We have a routine that flows well.
The customer interaction is a lot of fun.”

About the name. Gary’s dad served in the
Merchant Marines after entering World War I1
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Kay and Lee Powell, from China
Grove, and Mackie and Merley Basing-
er of Salisbury chat in the parking lot
after a meal.

at 17. He visited a pub in England called the
Stag & Doe, and made up his mind that hed
someday have a restaurant in North Carolina
by that same name.
“We've got people
who come here four
nights a week,” Gary
“We're
third and fourth gener-

says. in our
ation of customers.”

Gary’s mom, Olene,
comes in every Thurs-
day and Friday night.
Its hard for her to eat anywhere else, she says.
Even though their boys took over the restau-
rant in the 1980s, she says, Dan still went to
the restaurant every day he could until his
death in 1990.

“We did spend a lot of time at the beach,”

CCWeve got people who
come here four nights o week.
We’re in our thivd and fourth

generation of customers.

Olene says, “but if he was in town, he was be-
hind the counter.”

Looking ahead, Gary plans to expand the
restaurant’s carry-out service, which already
does a brisk business. At present, half and full
pans of lasagna are on that menu, as well as a
half-pan of chicken pasta. You can also order
pans of salad with homemade dressing,.

Growing up in the

restaurant, Gary has

learned an important
fact: “The thing about
owning a restaurant
— you're only as good
o)D) as you were last week.
Youve got to be fresh

and new every vyear
Otherwise, youre gon-

na be that old restaurant where people used to

»

go.
Learn more at www.staganddoenc.com. [S]

Susan Shinn Turner is a freelance writer living

in Raleigh.
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THE ARTS

Dressed

for the
a

Eastern Costume Company
makes the show.

Written by DEIRDRE PARKER SMITH
Photography by JON C. LAKEY

here can you find the Cowardly Lion,
Pink Ladies and a Renaissance prin-
cess?
Where the cheerleaders from “Bring
It On!” and powder blue tuxedos and
pirates hang out — Eastern Costume
Company.

In a basement at 112 B S. Main St. are more than 40,000
costumes, everything from the hat and hands of Lumiére
from “Beauty and the Beast” to a Roman soldier.

Ashley Ward presides over rooms full of costumes and
knows where everything is. Racks hang ceiling to floor with
theatrical costumes, created over the last 30-plus years, along
with mascots, military garb, Santa suits, more hats than you
can count, wigs, Madrigal robes, judge’s robes, nun’s habits
and enough capes to cover the shoulders of a hundred or

more. Siblings Penny and Jacob
When Piedmont Players bought and moved Eastern from Ward try GEiSSme offfiie

G b in 2015, i . dertaki .. costumes at Eastern Costume
reensboro in , it was a massive undertaking, requiring Company @iBouth MBin

a quick organizational plan that Ashley worked out as they Street.

set things up.
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This is not just the place to find a Halloween costume,
or an outfit for a party, this is a resource for theater com-
panies and schools up and down the East Coast.

It was founded in the 1970s by Juanita Dunlap in
Greensboro, then was destroyed by a fire in 1986 — ev-
erything was gone except for the one show that was rented
out at the time. Dunlap began rebuilding immediately,
fulfilling requests without ever saying “No.” That's when
Ashley started. She had little experience, but she learned
on the job, and fast.

When Dunlap wanted to retire, Piedmont Players di-
rector Reid Leonard saw an opportunity. Piedmont re-
lied on Eastern Costume Co. for many of its costumes,
because, like any theatrical company, they could rent an
entire show’s worth.

Ward can alter the costumes before they go out. “We
provide costumes to people we never even see,” she says.
“So we rely on this measurement sheet,” she says, show-

ing sheets that ask for every sort of measurement, not



just small, medium or large — neck
measurements, shoulder to elbow,
underarm to waist, neck to waist
back, waist to knee, around below
the knee, inseam, outer seam, wrist,
bicep and more.

“People cant lie about measure-
ments or the costume wont fit. If
the pants are too short, they didn’t
give the right measurements or they
didn’t put their correct height.”

While she’s showing us around, a
woman came in with fabric. Eastern
had been hired to make a pair of
pants for a stiltwalker, and he want-
ed to add some details.

Another woman came in to talk
about costumes for a school play.
Yet another woman came in return-
ing a costume — Dorothy from the
“Wizard of Oz.” There are a number
of Dorothys, by the way, from chil-
dren sizes up to 16.

When church folk come looking for “old-
timey” days, Ashley picks out outfits that have
a theme like “Little House on the Prairie.”

The row of white shirts and frilly tuxedo
shirts seems to go on forever. Women’s skirts
take a lot of space, with lots of black, and every
style through time.

There’s a section of boas of all colors, too,
and in one room are a number of wedding
dresses that have been rented for weddings and
used in plays.

A lot of their military garb was donated —
the uniforms, and especially the hats and hel-
mets — are vintage.

Go down the hall past a slightly creepy stack
of giant bunny heads into the seasonal room,
where you'll find boxes of Santa wigs, an entire
rack of Santa suits, elf outfits, and in the back,
Halloween items, round pumpkin costumes,
tomatoes and a demon.

“We rent adult-size costumes, but not adult-
themed costumes,” Ashley says. “And we will
not carry those sorts of outfits. You have to go
somewhere else for that.” She adds, “We do
have some French maids,” but that’s about it.

Ashley says many people simply buy cheap

THE ARTS

Halloween costumes that last for one wearing,
basically. “But what we have here is higher
quality. It holds together and it looks better.”
That said, you can find a set of tiger ears and
tail packaged for sale on one wall.

Speaking of accessories, their inventory is

impressive.

Need a crava? A jabot? How about a ruff?

Do you need to be a blonde, redhead, gray-
or white-haired for a time? Wigs fill boxes and
boxes.

Bowties and hair accessories, crinolines, bus-
tles and more are available, too. Every drawer
in a display case is crammed full of bits and
bobs to make outfits complete.

But no shoes.

“Wed never have enough room for all differ-
ent size shoes,” Ashley says.

Prized possessions include 40-year-old in-
dustrial sewing machines that are fast and de-
pendable, along with fancy Brother machines
that make different stitches.

When the rights to perform the musical
“Hairspray” were released, they made a whole
set of costumes. “Beauty and the Beast” got the
same treatment. She expects “Wonder Wom-
an” will be next, and points out they cannot
replicate a costume, because like the movies
and plays the costumes are for, they are copy-
righted. A rental costume has to be at least 20
percent different from the original. That’s why
Mr. Mouse and Miss Mouse are there, along
with a large yellow bird.
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But the real focus of Eastern Cos-
tume Co. is not the odd character
here or there. They make costumes
for the theater, first and foremost.
And the costumes are rented out again and
again as different theaters and schools do pro-
ductions.

Piedmont Players added its 5,000 costumes,

and since Eastern has
A bald eagle hat
that was made
at the Eastern
Costume Co. A
state naturalist
will wear the
hat while they
teach educational
programs for an
N.C. state park
in eastern North
Carolina.

been in Salisbury, they've
probably built 500 or
more new costumes, in
addition to the 40,000
that moved.

People like to rent
from Eastern because the
company alters, cleans
and repairs everything.
Cleaning is a huge un-
dertaking, but Eastern
takes care of it, with laundry facilities on site.

Alterations are also key. Not just for the
stage, but for individuals. Now that Maia’s
Fashions is closed, as well as Dee’s Alterations,
Eastern is one of the few places to get clothes
altered.

When George Washington came to Salis-
bury recently, 85 costumes from the correct
period were rented.

Where else could you find the dance outfits
from “A Chorus Line” and the leather jackets
from “Grease” right next to each other? In the
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children’s section, a number of mermaids are
hanging around the racks. When you walk in,
you'll notice a knight right away. He’s wear-
able, and quite heavy.

Men’s suits from every decade since the ear-
ly 19th century are available, as well as wom-
en’s dresses. Over there is “Brigadoon” and
on this side, carolers from the era of Charles

Dickens.

A section of black and white dresses is for
the derby scene in “My Fair Lady,” and hangs
next to outfits perfect for the Emerald City.

There’s a fantasy of fantasies in this base-
ment, with creativity always in play. The show
must go on, and it can only do so with the
right costumes. [S]
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Smiths’ collection traces radio’s golden years.

Written by ELIZABETH COOK
Photography by JON C. LAKEY
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A prized Stratosphere

has intricate inlaid wood
patterns and the classic ‘cat

& inthe Strat’ — a cat figurine
in the speaker well. Above

is a photo of Harrison as a

Navy captain. Martha was

an Army major.



The radio industry was just hitting its stride when the
elegant brick home at 528 S. Fulton St. was built for Dr.

F.B. Spencer and his wife, Olive Abernathy Spencer, in

1924.

Now the golden age of radio is represented in nearly

every room of the house.

Harrison and Martha Smith moved into the Spencer
House last year, bringing with them a collection of 130 an-
tique radios that Harrison has been gathering since 1969.

The radios range from classic Stratospheres in exotic wood
cabinets with intricate inlays to novelty models shaped like
horses or Disney characters.

In between are a rainbow of Crosley dashboards, a bevy of
Bakelites and a serious number of tombstones.

Those and many more antiques will be on display when
the Smiths’ house is on Historic Salisbury Foundation’s an-
nual OctoberTour on Oct. 14 and 15. The Smiths are the
newest participants in a Salisbury tradition that began four
decades ago.

Martha came to Salisbury in July 2015, when she became
chief of nutrition care at the Hefner VA Medical Center and
rented an apartment on Julian Road.

Harrison, a retired professor and Navy veteran, followed
the next year.

When it was time to look for a house, they told the real es-
tate agent helping them to think big. Their possessions would
be delivered by a tractor-trailer, instead of the usual moving

van to Salisbury.

The need for lots of space, plus Martha’s attraction to his-
toric districts — and the agent’s knowledge that the Spencer
House was about to go on the market — landed them in the
house at the corner of Fulton and Marsh streets.

Famed Charlotte architect Louis H. Asbury designed the
house in an Italian Renaissance style. It’s said to have influ-
enced the design of a number of Salisbury houses, particular-
ly in nearby Fulton Heights.

The Spencer House sits just two doors down from the
Hambley-Wallace mansion that will also be on the tour.
Among the Spencer House’s distinctive features are its green
ceramic tile roof, symmetric sun porches and beautiful bev-
eled glass in every pane of the sun porches and its French
doors.

Martha is especially fond of the sun porches, which re-
mind her of her grandmother’s house in the Detroit area
where she grew up.

The Smiths sat on the southern sun porch one August af-
ternoon for an interview, surrounded by rare lamps, art pot-
tery and vintage radios. Someone has done a lot of collecting.
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“I'm the guilty person in that regard,” Har-
rison says.

Harrison grew up in the small Louisiana
town of Ringgold. He says his passion for the
aesthetics springs from two one-hour cours-
es — art appreciation and music appreciation
— that he took at the Southern University of
Baton Rouge.

The courses sparked an interest in the arts
that still burns brightly.

Harrison was intrigued by a Depression-era
cathedral radio he spotted in a store window on
a Sunday afternoon in Chicago in 1969, and
his interest in vintage radios took off.

Much of his radio collection is from the 1930s
and 1940s, when radio was the only broadcast
medium and families gathered around to listen
to everything from the Amosn’Andy to Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelts fireside chats.

Harrison is one of a handful of people who

have acquired all three models of Zeniths
Stratosphere, the ultimate in radio luxury in
the 1930s. His Z1000 model is one of only
29 in the world, Harrison

says. It stands in the living A zither and
room with the classic “cat in clowns h‘fld]
R . ing musica
the Strat” — a cat figurine instruments
sitting in the speaker alcove.  stand atop the
Harrison and Martha music room
bookcase, with

met when they were both - -
a disc-playing
working at Eastern Michi- music box
gan University. They mar- called a poly-

ried about 10 years later, in phon nearby.

2008, and Harrison’s solo

collecting passion became a team activity. The
internet has been indispensable for finding rare
items, and the Smiths regularly attend estate

sales.

Story continues on page 36.
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Above: The green tile roof and symmetrical sunrooms are distinctive features of the Spencer House on South Fulton Street, built in 1924 for

Dr. and Mrs. F.B. Spencer and now owned by Harrison and Martha Smith. Below left: The oil painting over the sunroom mantel was done by
Tatyana Shurtz. Below right: A bedroom has some of the Smith’s antique furniture and other collectibles.
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Clockwise from above: Dash-
board radios came in a variety
of colors. A beautiful chandelier
hangs in the dining room. On
the stairway landing, glass-pan-
eled doors hang on the wall.
The Smiths also collect art glass
and lamps, such as these in the
sunroom.
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“I'm more musically inclined,” says Martha,
who plays the French horn and the piano. Her
interests are represented in the music room,
which holds an 1865 upright piano made
of Brazilian rosewood, a phonograph that
looks like a piano, a zither harp and an 1880s
disc-playing music box called a polyphon.

The Smiths’ art pottery includes names like
Teco, Fulper and Pierrefonds. The vase and
lamp collection includes distinctive pieces by
French art glass maker Emile Gallé.

In addition to the porches, the first floor of
the house includes a living room, music room,
dining room, kitchen and breakfast room,
with evidence of the Smiths™ eclectic collec-
tions throughout.

Not everything was shipped in from stor-
age in Washington state, where they lived for
several years. The massive hutch in the dining

room and a Tiffany lamp came from Lloyd’s

SALISBURY THE MAGAZINE

from generation to generation
STOP BY TODAY AT 1357 WEST INNES STREET IN SALISBURY

Antiques in Misenheimer, for example.

The breakfast room may contain the most
radios of any spot in the house. Harrison’s fa-
vorite tombstone radios — named for their
shape — sit on one cabinet. Art Deco Bakelites
are assembled in another area.

Colorful Crosley dashboards fill the shelves
of one more case.

“We lost a box of them on the freeway
once,” Martha says. She and Harrison were on
their way to a radio show when people in cars
passing by started pointing to the back of their
truck. The gate was open, and a box of the ra-
dios fell out.

“We were all over the freeway picking things
up,” she says. “The police were helping us.”

That brings back memories of another acci-
dent — the time Harrison was rushing off to
teach a class and he hit a blue mirror radio as
he put on his jacket. The radio shattered.

GMedicine

“I stopped collecting because it broke my
heart,” he says. He recovered three or four
years later when he found another of the rare
radios and bought it.

The staircase leading to the second floor
of the Smiths” house features a large landing
where they have hung an arched, stained-glass
door from Washington state — the only part
of her house that a woman wanted when she
and her husband divorced, a dealer told them.
The door hangs between two other decorative
glass doors that Harrison says were once in a
Lloyd’s of London building.

In several spots around the house hang small
Persian silk rugs that Harrison framed with
wood from Pakistani camel chairs — a project
he took up during the five years he and Martha
lived in South Korea, shortly before arriving in
Salisbury.

Harrison claimed one of the five upstairs

We take pride in caring for
your family— now and future
generations. Your health is
more than a business to us.

Call (704) 637-6120

MEDICINESHOPPE.COM/ SALISBURY

Shoppes

PHARMATCLCY

Caning beyond picicupivons;



The kitchen has granite.
countertops and stainless
steel appliances.
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Contact Us Today
To Come
Take A Tour

704-603-9202
1-800-610-0783

TRINITY OAKS
728 Klumac Road
Salisbury, NC 28144

Trinity Oaks is a magical place -Trinity Oaks offers
a relaxed retirement living with historic elegance,
nestled in a beautiful wooded setting.

Come visit our gorgeous, newly renovated apartments
and cottages and experience the comfortable feeling
of home that offers a maintenance-free lifestyle.

Our community has activity-filled opportunities,
inviting atmosphere, encourages friendships and
dining with family and friends to help you shape

each day your way.

www.TrinityOaks.net
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bedrooms for an office. Another bedroom has
been colorfully decorated for their grandchil-
dren. Thats where you'll find two Snow White
radios, a clown portrait painted by Red Skelton
and a Raggedy Ann mosaic.

The other bedrooms contain many antiques,
including a 1920s Art Deco suite of solid Bra-
zilian rosewood.

A trip to the finished basement finds the area
where the Smiths spend most of their time. In
addition to a seating area, it holds a baby grand
piano, a bar, wine cellar and dozens of clown fig-
urines purchased at an estate sale in Greensboro.

The figurines complement oil-on-canvas
paintings of clowns that the Smiths had already
collected.

They have cowboy radios — that is, radi-
os shaped like cowboys. Harrison says there’s
a cowgirl radio out there somewhere that he
would like to acquire.

TA

He would also like to find what may be the
rarest of radios, the Crosley WLW Super Het-
erodyne — priced at around $100,000, he says
— and more marbelized Bakelites and blue mir-
rofrs.

On the wall in
the music room
hangs one of
several silk rugs

Harrison Smith
framed with cam-

el-chair wood.

‘The house sits on a near-
acre lot that stretches the
full depth of the block —
a roomy setting for the
neighborhood’s  annual
Halloween party coming
up soon.

Martha loves parties. “They’re a lot of fun to
go to, and they’re fun to give,” she says.

A feature for future parties sits outside the
back door, a life-size bronze horse standing in
a crate.

That’s Preakness, they say, who is to be posi-
tioned on a brick design in the driveway — a

suitable prop for a Derby party in May. [S]

' The local ABC Board Commission,
m Sheriff's Department, and Police
Department have now taken its’
Drug and Alcohol awareness
i campaigns to over 120,000 students,

@ AMEE AR including 10,000 this year.
FOR LIFE

Teaches

DECISIONS
DESTINY

LEARN TO START THE CONVERSATION.
STOP UNDERAGE DRINKING.

Help is just a click away... Learn more at:

www.TalkltOutNC.org
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Rowan-Kannapolis
ABC Board .
Safer Conumuninis. Stronger Kricirledge.
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Harrison
and Martha
Smith, here

getting

playful in F

the break- - .
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blue mirror
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October 6 - Buskers Bash Z
October 14-15 . OctoberTour
November 3 - 1st Friday Shop Dine Stroll Q

November 24 « Holiday Night Out
November 25 - Santa and the Grinch at the Bell Tower
December 1 - 1st Friday Shop Dine Stroll \
N

December 16 - Santa and the Grinch with Antique Fire Trucks
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RESIDENCE -

Hambley-Wallace mansion offers wonderment around every corner.

Written by MARK WINEKA
Photography by JON C. LAKEY



The exterior of the
Hamble;-WaIIace
estate as seen from
South Fulton Street in
Salisbury.



-

Part of the intri'guing
roofline of what has been

lled Salisbury’s Bilt x
called Salisbury’s Bi mire"




Many attempts have been made over the years to describe

the Hambley-Wallace House, the stately mansion anchoring

South Fulton Street in Salisbury since 1903.

It is often called Salisbury’s Biltmore,
a nod to the Vanderbilt estate in Ashe-
ville. Historians, who know these kinds
of things, also say it represents one of the
country’s finest examples of the Chateau-
esque architectural style.

Covering 10,000 square feet and
20 rooms, the house always has been a
showstopper, and surely it will be again
when it highlights the 2017 October-
Tour Oct. 14-15. This is the first time
the mansion has been on the house tour
since 2012, when owners Lee and Mona
Lisa Wallace had just finished a complete
rehabilitation of the house and grounds.

Beyond its sheer grandness, the house
is historic if merely for its two primary
owners over the years — E.B.C. Hamb-
ley and Leo C. Wallace Jr.

One of the mansion’s many bedrooms. — Photo courtesy of the Wallace family.
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Above: The sidewalk leading to the front door.
Right: The classically styled staircase.

Above: A dormer with a door on a backyard building. Left: One of the
ornate spires of the mansion.

Above: The granite entrance off South Fulton Street.
Left: The dining room.
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The rose garden on the south side of the estate.

Egbert Barry Cornwall Hambley, a Cornish mining and civil engineer,
originally came to Salisbury to rejuvenate gold mining in eastern Rowan
County, but his dreams eventually turned to hydroelectric power and build-
ing the Whitney Dam. Hambley wanted a home to impress visiting investors
in his projects, so he turned the lead design over to architect Charles Chris-
tian Hook of the Charlotte architectural firm of Hook and Sawyer.

What the architects gave Hambley was a two-and-a-half story masterpiece
dominated by muscular local granite, pumpkin-colored brick, a (Vermont)
slate roof, spires, pinnacles, turrets, gables, towers and chimneys.

The structure took from 1901-03 to build at a considerable cost for the day
0f $50,000. The landscaping wasn’t finished until 1904. The grounds include
a carriage house, stables and servants quarters, also in the Chateauesque style.

Inside, the home did not hold back on its use of maple, mahogany and oak,
stained glass, mosaic marble tile, architectural mantels and fireplaces, elabo-
rate chandeliers, brass fixtures and a classically detailed staircase.

The front parlor still features a white Rococo Revival-style plaster ceiling.

The house has a roof of Vermont slate.

Granite Knitwear
Factory Outlet

48 YEARS IN BUSINESS

ARE YOU READY FOR
+ SOME FOOTBALL?

See our selection of local school designs ~ All schools available!

Youth XS to Adult 8x

C]

)

805 S. Salisbury Ave
GRANITE QUARRY
704.279.2651

Mon-Fri 9-5:30; Sat 9-1
www.GKFactoryOutlet.com
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vines
reach up
from the
ground
under
the
arbor.

OF SALISBURY
A Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

215 Lash Drive | Salisbury, NC 28147 | 704-637-1182

Experience The Laurel Way of Caring

The Laurels of Salisbury offers comprehensive medical care to
extended-stay guests and those seeking a positive, compas-
sionate environment for short-term rehabilitation, long-term
care, respite, or palliative care. Our homelike facility offers
private and semi-private rooms as well as several lounge areas
that make for pleasant small gatherings.

The Laurels of Salisbury accepts Medicare, Medicaid, most
Medicare Advantage Plans, and many other insurances.

To schedule a tour or to inquire about services call
(704) 637-1182.

Medicare.gov

www.laurelsofsalisbury.com
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GAYLE YATAWARA, MD
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GYNECOLOGY - WELLNESS - AESTHETICS

General Gynecology
Bioidentical Hormone Replacement Therapy
Botox - Juvederm - Latisse - Obagi Skin Care
Kybella - Chemical Peels - Jane Iredale
MonalLisa Touch

WWW.YATAWARAMD.COM

704.754.8990
415 STATESVILLE BOULEVARD - SALISBURY, NC 28144
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An upstairs sleeping porch has an interior
granite fence. The top floor offers a skylight
ballroom, with an octagonal-shaped tower
room nearby. The many second-floor bed-
rooms have private dressing areas.

Hambley did not enjoy his showplace for
long. He died of typhoid fever in 1906. Over
its history, the house would be sold at auc-
tion twice — once for the remarkable price
of $38,000.

Hambley’s widow sold the house to John
Norwood in 1917. The property came into
the Wallace family in 1927, when Leo C.
Wallace Sr. and his wife, Ella Belle, made the
purchase. It has stayed with the Wallace fami-
ly ever since — an impressive run of 90 years.

Wallace Sr. was connected to the V. Wallace
& Sons wholesale dry goods business. His son
Leo Jr. and wife Virginia started living in the
mansion in 1941, and they became the cou-

[ The ]

. HotDoG

ple most associated with the home through
the years.

Leo Jr., who died in 2010, made an indel-
ible mark on Salisbury and Rowan County
commerce through realty, property manage-
ment and development, along with his fam-
ily’s longtime ownership of the Holiday Inn.

After Leo Jr.’s death and the purchase of the
house by Lee and Mona Lisa Wallace, a two-
year restoration guided by Janie and Spencer
Lane brought the mansion back to life. At
times, upwards of 50 craftsmen often would
be on the site working.

Janie Lane led the rejuvenation of the
grounds, which will be part of the October-
Tour experience. Lane returned to health the
rose garden, which had been cherished by
both Ella Belle Wallace and her daughter-in-
law Virginia.

Ancient wisteria vines still cover a back ar-

——— SHACK |

Mon.-Fri. 10am-9pm

Family Packs
& Kids Combo

Enjoy Ice Cold
Cheerwine &
%1% Cheerwine
Slushies

104-209-1024

408 South Salisbury Ave.
Granite Quarry

We pvovid@:

= Nursing Services

= Housekeeping

= Meal preparation

= Companionship and

Salisbury, NC

® Medication reminders
= Assistance with mobility
= Laundry and changing linens
= Assistance with personal care

= Shopping assistance and errands

® Accompany to appointments

820 Klumac Road

bor, which had to be rebuilt. Bamboo had to
be cut back considerably and was fashioned
into a boundary hedge on the south side.
Bathrooms and a preparatory kitchen were
installed into the servant quarters, which help
when the mansion is home for charitable
events.

The old stables were left pretty much as
is. An original elevator cage from the Wal-
lace Building (today’s Plaza building on the
Square) serves as a trellis in the back yard

The front lawn features a giant Japanese
ginkgo tree, planted in 1917. It is considered
one of the finest examples of the Japanese
gingko in the state.

But thats the way it is with the Hamb-
ley-Wallace House. It’s filled with things you
and October-

Tour-goers will realize that just when they

describe as “one of the finest,”

think there can’t be more, there is. [S]

NOW SERVING THE GREATER

ROWAN COUNTY AREA

conversation

TRINITY

HOME

704-603-2776
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The Antosek family had baggage — the good kind.

Written by MARK WINEKA | Photography by JON C. LAKEY



Once in a while in an airport, Ed Antosek will be standing
next to the baggage carousel when he sees an Antosek suit-
case going around.

He can’t help but think of grandparents, parents, siblings

and cousins who at one time were involved in producing An-
tosek luggage, first in Philadelphia, and then from 1957-73 in
Salisbury.

Eﬂ'l-." .....='!.I-: L -.. : .l-:. :r.: ﬂl.... .- © ...-.:1\ )

Louis Antosek, left, and Joseph Antosek Sr. at the Salisbury shop in 1957. —Submitted photo
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Margie, Pete, Ed and Michele An-
tosek at the former manufacturing
shop for Antosek luggage at 315 E.
Council St.

After the luggage manufacturing operation
moved to Salisbury, the nameplate under “An-
tosek” read “USA” in black. Prior to that, the
nameplate included “Phila., Pa.” under “Anto-
sek.” So “USA” served as the clue a piece was
made in Salisbury, not Philly.

“You wonder how many pieces are out
there,” said Margie Antosek, a retired pharma-
cist and Ed’s cousin.

Brothers Louis and Joseph Antosek ran the
Salisbury factory that produced Antosek &
Sons luggage. These Antosek brothers married
sisters, Eileen and Peggy Masterson, and that
made all their children — 12 of them, to be

exact — double first cousins.

AMTOSER & SONDY,

MANUFACTURERS OF

...Quafify

315 E. COUNCIL ST.

A scorecard would help in keeping up with
the Antoseks.

Joseph and Peggy Antosek had four chil-
dren: Margie, Joseph Jr., Peter and Louis.

Louis and Eileen Antosek had eight kids:
Edward, Joseph E, William, Mari, Michele,
Rosemary, Richard and Sally.

Of the 12 cousins, 10 worked at one time
or another at the luggage plant. It was simply
family tradition — and an expectation — to

Luggage

- SALISBURY, N. C.

work in the factory and also a way for the An-
toseks to keep track of their many children.
The Antosek kids relied on hand tools and ma-
chinery that also had been used by their dads
and grandfather Michael.

Not only did the Antosek cousins work and
play together, they attended the same church
and schools. Their homes were around the cor-
ner from each other in the Ridgewood subdi-
vision of Salisbury.
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The “shop,” as the Antoseks liked to call it, oper-
ated at 315 E. Council St., not far from the railroad
tracks and across the street from the old Cheerwine
plant and Saleeby Produce.

“You won't see a place like that nowadays,” Margie
said.

Still in their school uni- Noted Salis-

bury actor
. Sidney Black-
ly stopped in at the shop after mer appeared

forms, the Antosek kids routine-

in this adver-
tisement for

. h Antosek in
summers. Cross-trained, t ey got the 1960s.

classes and also worked there on
Saturdays and during long, hot

to know virtually every job in the
plant, becoming familiar with all
aspects of a piece of luggage — the vinyl or rubber
molds, leather, stitching, lining, framing, rivets, elas-
tic bands, hinges, nails, dividers, mirrors, pockets,
handles and flip-up locks.
“It gave us all a work ethic,” Michele Antosek said.
When they reported for work, the Antosek kids

RALPH
BAKER'S SHOES

428 N. Main Street, Salisbury, NC
704-636-1850 * Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30
www.RALPHBAKERSHOES.COM
Locally owned since 1976

|
|

|

- J-';:" \
Rowan Animal Clinic, piic

Call To Ask About
& Our Boarding
=34 Facility

Open 7 days
aweek

Full list of rules
posted at park

Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm; Sat 8am-12pm; Sun Closed
4155 Statesville Blvd, Salisbury, NC | 704-636-3408
RowanAnimalClinic.com E ®
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never knew what their assignment would be that particular day. Whatever it was, they
were encouraged to be fast. They made their work into games, and the winners names
were written on the plant walls.

Ed Antosek recently reminded his cousin Pete about taping
frames together. “Peter,” he said, “you and I were the first to beat
Peggy (Margaret)
and Joseph An-
tosek with their Pete also recalled how meticulous everyone in the plant had
children Margie, to be.

Joe, Pete and
Louis. .y
— Photo courtesy was no room for error.

of Claire Brinkley

your father.”

“No mistakes,” he said. “You did not make a mistake. There

“How dare you allow a drop of sweat get into that lining,” Ed
said.
Louis Antosek was the shop’s quality control person. Nothing left the shop without
his final inspection. Today’s Antoseks say because of the workmanship and attention to
detail few of the pieces were “botched,” meaning they had to be sold as seconds.
“We made it so well, it never wore out,” Ed said. “... That’s one of the reasons why
we're out of business today.”
Competitors included companies such as Samsonite, American Tourister and Amelia
Earhart Luggage.

THE ELLINGTON ‘

"COMFORT
| SSECIALiST
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% T : :

Itk Hard Th Stop A Trane!

Contact Debbie Fowler at 704-633-6000
or come by to see the model at
201 River Birch Drive, Salisbury, NC 28146
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THE GABLES
at ?(Qp/ée% Favm

C'T‘Ol " l ! 4243 S. Main Street A Senior AbuLT CoMMuNITY 55+
Salisbury,, NC 201 RIVER BIRCH DRIVE | SALISBURY, NC 28146 | 704-633-6000
IV .~ 704-633-8095 | ’ | 704-633-

“The Doct: H C t”
e Doctor of Home Comfor trane.com

HIGHLY TRAINED

ol WE STAND BEHIND EVERY TRANE.

SATISFACTION

© 2015 Trane. All rights reserved.

www.gablesatkepleyfarm.com
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Ed worked on and off at the shop from the time he was 6 (and still in
Philadelphia) until his second year of medical school.

Before the luggage company closed for good, Pete Antosek made him-
self a whole set of Antosek luggage. Ed possessed the skills to do the same
before he left for college. The retired Naval Flight Surgeon, now a senior
aviation medical examiner in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., still has the set at his
home in North Carolina.

EEE

You can trace Antosek luggage’s roots back to Hungary. Michael Anto-
sck — the father of Louis and Joseph — learned some of the business in
Budapest before immigrating to Philadelphia in 1900. Michael’s father
and grandfather had made trunks, luggage and school bags in Hungary.

As the story goes, Michael Antosek would make bags and trunks for six
months of the year, then travel all over Eastern Europe selling his wares.
He became fluent in six languages, including “classic Yiddish,” the lan-
guage of many merchants at the time.

SALISBURY THE MAGAZINE

In Pennsylvania, the large Antosek family operated both a farm and a
luggage-making shop in Philadelphia. Ed said his father, aunts and uncles
either worked on the farm, at the luggage plant, or both. They all started
young, as was tradition.

Louis and Joseph were drafted into the Army during World War IL
Their father, Michael, ran the luggage company and hoarded all kinds of
materials while his sons were fighting in Europe. He stored away leather,
wooden boxes for frames, locks, rivets and surplus parachutes used later
for linings.

As the Antoseks predicted it would, the luggage business after World
War II exploded, especially with all the Gls coming home, getting married
and going on honeymoons.

“And what did they need?” Ed asked rhetorically. “Suitcases!”

The Antosek plant in Philadelphia was working two shifts into the early
1950s to keep up with the new demand. Eventually, an aging Michael
Antosek wanted out. Son Matthew Antosek branched off into his own
luggage business, leaving Louis, Joseph and Charlie Antosek in the origi-
nal business, which they renamed from M. Antosek Luggage to Antosek
& Sons, in honor of Michael.

Frustrated by two different Leathermakers’ Union strikes in Philadel-

have it.

From idea to concept to finished piece, we can design it if you can dream it. Custom
design and modifications are available to turn your family’s precious stones into a

new and beautiful piece that you can pass down to future generations.

No stones, no problem. We hand pick diamonds directly from the diamond cutters in
Antwerp, Belgium giving you the best of the best for a price you can only get from a
Main Street store like ours. Stop by and take a look at our in store collection of over

400 rings or to begin your design journey.

Barnhardt Jewelers
704.633.0618 | 314 S Salisbury Ave.

Historic Spencer Rowan’s #1 Jewelry Store!
I



phia, Louis and Joseph Antosek decided
to move to the South, a non-union region
where many of their customers were lo-
cated. The Antoseks looked closely at Bir-
mingham, Ala., then one of their salesmen,
Jim Fry, told them about Statesville.

But the brothers and their wives wanted
to live in a town with a Catholic church
and a Catholic school. The late Leo Wal-
lace lured the Antoseks to Salisbury, home
of Sacred Heart Church and School.

Wallace first found them a location for
their plant at 222 E. Fisher St., then 315 E.
Council St. He also built them new homes
in Ridgewood.

This 1946 photo

was taken on Louis
and Eileen Antosek’s
wedding day. To the
far left is Eileen’s sis-
ter, Peggy (Margaret)
Masterson, and Louis’
brother Joseph is at
far right. Peggy and
Joseph would marry
later that same year,
meaning the Master-
son sisters married
the Antosek brothers.
— Photo courtesy of
Claire Brinkley

“He was very instrumental with us succeeding in Salisbury,” Margie

Antosek said of Wallace.

The family trip in 1957 from Philadelphia — one of the Antosek

Homes
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clans was in a nine-passenger station wagon —
moved two whole households with 11 children
total at the time, plus all the machinery and
furnishings of a luggage plant.

The trucks moving everything were so heavy
the Antoseks purposely stayed off roads with
weigh stations so they could avoid fines.

The trip took a week to cover the 500 miles
to Salisbury. Ed Antosek was 10 at the time,
and cousin Pete was 7. Along with Michele
and Margie, they said the Antosek kids viewed
the move South as a big adventure.

By 1962 the Salisbury plant could make
500 to 600 pieces of luggage a week. Vac-
uum-molded Antosek shells were made by
a rubber company in Winchester, Va., and
shipped to Salisbury in lots of 500 and 1,000.

The Antosek luggage changed with the
times. Wood, leather and brass gave way to
vinyl and aluminum pieces that were lighter,
stronger and more streamlined for air travel.

In the 1960s, the Antosek & Sons’ basic
travel set of “Sonic Flyte” luggage for women
included a 14-inch train case, a 15-inch tote
shoulder bag, the 16-inch Overnight, 16-inch
Vanity, 21-inch Weekender, 24-inch Junior
Pullman, 26-inch Senior Pullman and a 29-
inch Family Pullman.

The men’s Sonic Flyte set encompassed an

SALISBURY THE MAGAZINE

From left, Pete, Michele, Ed and
Margie Antose